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INTRODUCTION 

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP Canada Group Ltd. (WSP) to complete 

the Detail Design for the widening of Highway 7 from approximately 900 m west of Angeline Street 

to approximately 700 m east of Highway 35, in the City of Kawartha Lakes (GWP 4065-20-00). 

The project involves the following components: 

• Widening of Highway 7 from two lanes to four lanes (separated by a flush median); 

• Lane transitions from two to four lanes at the east and west ends of the project limits; 

• Resurfacing of the existing pavement; 

• Intersection improvements (including traffic signal upgrades) at Angeline Street/Little 

Britain Road and at Highway 35 (including reconstruction of the existing channelized 

ramps and construction of a new channelized ramp in the northwest quadrant); and 

• Utility relocations, landscape planting, culvert replacements and drainage works, as 

required. 

A Notice of Study Commencement was published for this Detail Design study in November 

2017; however, since that time the study limits have been reduced. The remainder of the works 

identified in the November 2017 Notice of Study Commencement will be addressed under a 

separate Detail Design and Class Environmental Assessment study. 

This study is being carried out in accordance with the approved environmental planning process 

for Group ‘B’ projects under the MTO Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for 

Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000), with the opportunity for public input throughout the 

project. At the conclusion of the study, a Design and Construction Report (DCR) will be 

prepared and filed for a 30-day public review period.  

This report documents the comments and questions received from stakeholders and members 

of the public during the online Public Information Centre (PIC) for this project.  

PURPOSE 

PICs are held to provide the public and stakeholders who are most likely to be affected by the 

proposed project with the opportunity to review planning and project information, and to raise 

any concerns or questions with members of the Project Team. 

The online PIC provided an opportunity for review and comment on the following elements of 

the project: 

• A summary of previous Preliminary Design studies Recommended Plans and 

commitments; 

• The MTO Class EA process; 

• Existing conditions in the study area; 

• A description of the Recommended Plan; 

• Proposed construction and traffic staging; and 

• Anticipated environmental impacts and proposed mitigation. 
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LOCATION AND DATE 

 

The online PIC was hosted on the project website at www.hwy7widening.com. PIC display 

materials were posted to the website on Thursday, February 11, 2021. Stakeholders and 

members of the public were encouraged to review the PIC materials and provide comments or 

questions to the Project Team via the project website by Friday, February 26, 2021. 

 

Following the PIC comment period, the display materials remained available on the website. 

The website will be maintained for the duration of the project to provide project information and 

Project Team contact details, as well as for posting of the DCR during the public review period. 

METHODS OF NOTIFICATION 

Newspaper Advertisement  

Newspaper notices were published in Peterborough This Week and Kawartha Lakes This 

Week on Thursday, February 11, 2021 to inform stakeholders and members of the public that 

online PIC materials are available on the project website for review. The notice identified the 

deadline to submit information, comments or questions and provided contact information.  

Copies of the newspaper notices are provided in Appendix A. 

Direct Mailings  

Online PIC notification letters were distributed by mail or email to local elected representatives 

and Indigenous communities on Friday, February 5, 2021 from MTO. The letters included a 

copy of the newspaper notices.  

In addition, notification letters were distributed by mail or email to external agencies, impacted 

property owners, interest groups and local businesses and residents on Friday, February 5, 

2021 from WSP.  

Copies of the notification letters are provided in Appendix B. 

PROJECT TEAM REPRESENTATIVES 

The following members of the Project Team were listed on the project website and PIC display 

materials as contacts:  

• Ms. Karen Zan, P.Eng.   Senior Project Manager, WSP 

• Mr. Dean Pattemore   Design & Construction Project Manager, MTO 
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FORMAT AND MATERIAL DISPLAYED 

The online PIC consisted of display materials posted on the project website, which were 

available to download for offline viewing.  

The display materials covered the following topics: 

• A description of the project and proposed works; 

• A summary of the Preliminary Design Recommended Plan, including environmental 

concerns and commitments and analysis and evaluation of alternatives; 

• An overview of the Environmental Assessment process; 

• Existing environmental conditions within the study area; 

• Recommended Plan, including construction and traffic staging; 

• A summary of environmental impacts and mitigation; and 

• Next steps. 

A summary of comments received following the ‘Notice of Online Public Information Centre’ 

(Thursday, February 11, 2021) through the end of the PIC comment period (Friday, February 

26, 2021), is provided in Table 1. 

A screen capture of the webpage displaying the PIC boards is provided in Figure 1. 

Copies of the PIC display materials are included in Appendix C.  
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Figure 1: Project Webpage Showing PIC Boards 

WEBSITE TRAFFIC 

 

During the two-week period following the ‘Notice of Online Public Information Centre’ and the 

posting of the PIC display materials (February 11, 2021 to February 26, 2021), the website had 

195 visits (Figure 2), with the number of visits peaking on February 11, 2021. 
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Figure 2: Website Visitors (February 11, 2021 – February 26, 2021) 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS  

Website visitors were encouraged to send comments directly through the project website via the 

comment submission feature on the Contact Us page. Phone, mail and email contact 

information were also provided for members of the Project Team. Following the ‘Notice of 

Online Public Information Centre’ through the end of the comment period (February 11, 2021 to 

February 26, 2021), 14 comments were received. Ten of the comments required a response. 

Comments were primarily related to archaeological assessments/built heritage 

resources/cultural heritage landscapes, impacts to property, snowmobile trail consideration 

along Highway 7, pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure, noise impacts during construction, and 

the design of Angeline Street. 

Table 1 presents a summary of comments received via phone calls, emails, and the project 

website contact page. The comments are presented in the table in order of receipt.  

The table also includes a summary of how the comments were addressed. All comments 

requiring a response were responded to with a letter, email or phone call, as appropriate, 

addressing the submitter’s comments, questions and concerns. 

Please Note: Comments have been given a reference number (top right corner) and are 

included in Appendix D. Personal information has been removed in all submitted comments, in 

accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.  
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Table 1: Summary of Comments Received & Responses 

Ref. 
No. 

Date / Form of 
Contact 

Name / Agency Summary of Comments Received How it was addressed 
Response 
Provided 

1 
February 5, 2021 / 
Email 

Chippewas of Rama 
First Nation 

• Indicated the Chippewas of Rama First Nation have 
no comments at this time. 

• Requested to be informed of the projects. 

Thanks for your response! We will keep you updated as this progresses. 

Response 
provided by 
email on 
February 17, 
2021 (Lindley 
Kenny, MTO 
Indigenous 
Liaison 
Specialist) 

2 

February 11, 2021 / 
Email & February 12, 
2021 / Phone call to 
WSP 

Lakefield Heritage 

• Interested in commemorating the heritage of the 
CPR Bridge on Highway 7 with a commemorative 
plaque. 

WSP (Meghan MacMillan) spoke with Mr. Young by phone and explained the CPR Bridge is outside of 
the new project limits; however, we have recorded his comment and referred it to MTO for consideration 
as part of the separate study that is not yet underway. Mr. Young also asked about anticipated timing of 
construction. WSP responded late fall 2021 is anticipated start date, but timing for remaining segment is 
not yet known. 

Response 
provided by 
phone on 
February 12, 
2021 (WSP, 
Meghan 
MacMillan) 

3 
February 11, 2021 / 
Email 

Bob Mark New Holland 
Sales Limited 

• Will our property size be impacted in any way.  It 
looks like it will not, however my concern is if our lot 
size is diminished in any way we will be impacted.  

• Will the existing entrance to our property onto Little 
Britain Road be impacted?  If so how? 

• I noticed there is no business impact study 
component online.  Do you see any business 
interruption or other impacts on our business and 
others. 

• During construction will our employees and 
customers have access during normal business 
hours.  We are a retail business and require daily 
access.  

• When is construction scheduled to start?   

1. Will our property size be impacted in any way.  It looks like it will not, however my concern is if 
our lot size is diminished in any way we will be impacted.  

 
The improvements to Highway 7 and Little Britain Road will not impact your property size. The 
property bars in the south west area of Highway 7 and Little Britain Road will be located this spring to 
define the property lines. 
 

2. Will the existing entrance to our property onto Little Britain Road be impacted?  If so how?   
 
There will be grading and paving activities in the area of the existing entrance to your property.  
Through the contract documentation the construction contractor will be instructed to ensure access to 
your entrance remains open at all times. The relatively short-duration construction on Little Britain 
Road will require that traffic be operated as single lane, two-way operation with flag-persons. 
 

3. I noticed there is no business impact study component online.  Do you see any business 
interruption or other impacts on our business and others.  
 
As noted above, your access will remain open at all times and there will be no interruption to your 
business.   

 
4. During construction will our employees and customers have access during normal business 

hours.  We are a retail business and require daily access.  
 
Yes, your employees and customers will have access during normal business hours. 
 

5. When is construction scheduled to start?   
 
Construction is expected to begin in Late Fall 2021 

Response 
provided by 
phone on 
March 1, 
2021 (WSP, 
Karen Zan) 

3a 
March 1, 2021 / 
Email and follow-up 
phone call 

Bob Mark New Holland 
Sales Limited 

• Requested a time to meet to discuss questions 
submitted on February 11, 2021 regarding their 
business in the southwest corner of Highway 7 & 
Little Britain Rd. 

WSP spoke with the Bob Mark New Holland dealership to discuss the questions they had submitted.  
They were satisfied with the responses (presented in #3) and asked the following additional questions: 
 
1.Was there a plan to straighten the curve on Little Britain Road west of their property where it currently 
swings back up toward Hwy 7?   

Response 
provided by 
phone on 
March 1, 
2021 (WSP, 
Karen Zan) 
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Ref. 
No. 

Date / Form of 
Contact 

Name / Agency Summary of Comments Received How it was addressed 
Response 
Provided 

WSP responded that is not part of the current study and that any plans to realign Little Britain Road 
beyond the scope of this work would not be under MTO jurisdiction. 
 
2.When would the property bar locating occur on the north side of their property, along Hwy 7?   
WSP responded that it would happen in the spring, once the snow melts. 
 
3.Confirmation that the widening of Hwy 7 west of Angeline will be on the north side.  WSP responded 
yes.  
 
4.Confirmation of what will happen to the deep ditch on the east side of their property, along Little Britain 
Road.  
WSP advised that the ditch will be regraded to accommodate the culvert replacement and ensure positive 
drainage. 
 
WSP discussed the type of construction and associated staging on Little Britain Road and reiterated that 
the Contractor will be required to maintain access to their business at all times. 
 

4 
February 12, 2021 / 
Voicemail to Karen 
Zan (WSP PM) 

Public  

• Indicated that Highway 7 eastbound becomes 
congested, especially during long weekends and 
delays the ability to make a right turn onto Highway 
35. 

No response required.  No response 
required 

5 
February 12, 2021 / 
Website Comment 
Form 

Public 

• Inquired if any work is proposed at the bridge located 
between Highway 35 and Highway 36 

• Inquired if the new construction will now stop before 
the entrance to Golden Mile Road  

Thank you for submitting a comment regarding the Highway 7 Widening study through the study website. 
Please find responses to your questions below.  

Are you going to do anything with the bridge located between Hwy # 35 & Hwy # 36? 

The replacement of the bridge over the former CPR corridor, between Highway 35 and Highway 36, is no 
longer a part of the scope of this study. Consideration is being given to replace the bridge with a large, 
recreational culvert as part of a separate Detail Design and Class Environmental Assessment Study.  

Is the new construction going to stop at the entrance of Golden Mile Rd for now? 

The widening of Highway 7 that will be constructed as part of this project will extend approximately 700 m 
east of Highway 35. The widened section of highway will taper down to two lanes approximately 100 m 
west of Golden Mile Road. The remainder of the proposed highway widening from Golden Mile Road to 
400 m south of Slanted Road will be completed as part of a separate Detail Design and Class 
Environmental Assessment Study. 

We look forward to your continued participation in this study. Should you have any further questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact the undersigned. 

Response 
provided by 
email on 
March 30, 
2021 (WSP, 
Meghan 
MacMillan) 

6 
February 12, 2021 / 
Voicemail to Karen 
Zan (WSP PM) 

Public  

• Indicated that Highway 7 eastbound becomes 
congested, especially during long weekends and 
delays the ability to make a right turn onto Highway 
35. 

--  
No response 
required 

7 

February 12, 2021 / 
Phone Conversation 
with Dean Pattemore 
(MTO PM) 

Public 

• How far north on Angeline St. will construction 
extend? 

• Will Angeline St. be widened? 

• Will there be a right turn ramp to go north on 
Angeline St. from Hwy 7? 

• Will there be a median constructed on Angeline St. 

• What is the timing for construction? 

• How far north on Angeline St. will construction extend? 
o 110m from the centre of the intersection. 

• Will Angeline St. be widened? 
o Angeline St. remains 2 lanes. 

• Will there be a right turn ramp to go north on Angeline St. from Hwy 7? 
o No right turn ramp 
o There will be a right turn lane from Hwy 7 to Angeline St. 

• Will there be a median constructed on Angeline St. 

Response 
provided by 
phone on 
February 12, 
2021 (MTO, 
Dean 
Pattemore) 
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Ref. 
No. 

Date / Form of 
Contact 

Name / Agency Summary of Comments Received How it was addressed 
Response 
Provided 

o No. 

• What is the timing for construction? 
o Start fall of 2021, 2022 and possibly spring of 2023. 

 

8 
February 16, 2021 / 
Website Comment 
Form 

Public 

• Inquired what options are being considered for 
pedestrians and cyclists crossing the bridge. 

• Noted that the next closest bridge crossing is at 
Lindsay Street South  

Thank you for submitting a comment regarding the Highway 7 Widening study through the study website.    

The Scugog River bridge was widened and rehabilitated under an earlier construction contract. As part of 
this project, pavement approaching and along the bridge will be resurfaced and there will be new line 
painting to accommodate four lanes of vehicle traffic. There will be 3.0 m wide shoulders on both sides of 
the structure.  

The Ministry of Transportation has developed a provincial cycling strategy, including a long-term 
aspirational network of cycling routes across Ontario (http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/province-
wide-cycling-network.shtml). The proposed cycling network does not identify Highway 7 as an existing or 
future cycling facility. As you note, there is an existing crossing of the river at Lindsay Street South; this is 
currently the only crossing identified as part of the province-wide cycling network. 

We look forward to your continued participation in this study. Should you have any further questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact the undersigned. 

Response 
provided by 
email on 
March 30, 
2021 (WSP, 
Meghan 
MacMillan) 

9 
February 23, 2021 / 
Website Comment 
Form 

Public 

• Requested confirmation that the widening of 
Highway 7 ends at the east end of Golden Mile 
Road. 

• Noted that the Preliminary Design considered 
widening Highway 7 past Tracey’s Hill Road.  

Thank you for submitting a comment regarding the Highway 7 Widening study through the study website.    

The Preliminary Design completed in 2010 included widening Highway 7 from 0.9 km west of Kawartha 
Lakes Road 18 to 2.0 km east of Kawartha Lakes Road 36, as you mentioned. The widening and other 
improvements recommended in this Preliminary Design study will be implemented in stages. The purpose 

of the current Detail Design study is to design the widening of Highway 7 from 900 m west of Angeline 
Street to approximately 700 m east of Highway 35, as depicted on the study area map.    

The next phase of widening of Highway 7 will be from Highway 35 easterly to approximately 400 m south 
of Slanted Road. It will be completed under a separate future Detail Design study. This future study will 
include realigning of Tracey’s Hill Road. The timing of this study is not yet known, but future opportunities 
for public comments and questions will be provided as part of this study.  

We hope the above clarifies the limits of the current study. We look forward to your continued participation 
in this study. Should you have any further questions or comments, please feel free to contact the 
undersigned. 

Response 
provided by 
email on 
March 30, 
2021 (WSP, 
Meghan 
MacMillan) 

10 
February 23, 2021 / 
Emailed letter 

Curve Lake First Nation 

• Noted that the study area is situated within the 
Traditional Territory of Curve Lake First Nation which 
is incorporated within the Williams Treaties Territory 
and was the subject of a claim under Canada’s 
Specific Claims Policy, which has now been settled. 
All 7 First Nations within the Williams Treaties have 
had their harvesting rights legally re-affirmed and 
recognized through this settlement.   

• Requested a File Fee for the project as outlined in 
their Consultation and Accommodation Standards.  

• Noted that Curve Lake First Nation may require a 
Special Consultation Framework for this project.  

• Requested a summary statement indicating how the 
project will address the following areas that are of 
concern within their Traditional and Treaty Territory: 
possible environmental impact to drinking water; 

Thank you for your letter dated February 16, 2021, regarding the Notice of Online Public Information 
Centre for the detailed design study for the widening of Highway 7 from approximately 900 m west of 
Angeline Street to approximately 700 m east of Highway 35, in the City of Kawartha Lakes.  Please see 
Study Map below for further details regarding the project location.  

 

The Notice of Online Public Information Centre (dated February 5, 2021) was provided to Karry Sandy-
Mackenzie, Coordinator of the Williams Treaties First Nations, as well as to the other six First Nation 
Communities within the Williams Treaties; the Mississaugas of Alderville First Nation, Hiawatha First 
Nation, and Scugog Island First Nation, and the Chippewas of Beausoleil First Nation, Georgina Island 
First Nation and Rama First Nation.  

  

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has reviewed Curve Lake First Nation’s Consultation and 
Accommodation Standards, 2016. The ministry is unable to provide compensation for file fees at this time, 
however we appreciate the ongoing thoughtful discussions we are having with Curve Lake First Nation, 
and we are committed to improving our current consultation and information sharing processes.  We 

Response 
provided by 
email on April 
1, 2021 
(Lindley 
Kenny, MTO 
Indigenous 
Liaison 
Specialist) 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/province-wide-cycling-network.shtml
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/province-wide-cycling-network.shtml
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Ref. 
No. 

Date / Form of 
Contact 

Name / Agency Summary of Comments Received How it was addressed 
Response 
Provided 

endangerment to fish and wild game; impact on 
Aboriginal heritage and cultural values; and to 
endangered species; lands; savannas etc.   

• After the information is reviewed, requested an 
opportunity to discuss this matter in more detail and 
possibly set up a date and time to meet with Curve 
Lake First Nation in person (or virtually).   

• Noted there may be the presence of burial or 
archaeological sites in the study area. Should 
excavation unearth bones, remains, or other such 
evidence of a native burial site or any other 
archaeological findings, Curve Lake First Nation 
must be notified without delay. In the case of a burial 
site, there are obligations under the Cemeteries Act 
to notify the nearest First Nation Government or 
other community of Aboriginal people which is willing 
to act as a representative and whose members have 
a close cultural affinity to the interred person.  The 
regulations further state that the representative is 
needed before the remains and associated artifacts 
can be removed. Requested that Curve Lake First 
nation be contacted immediately, should such a find 
occur,  

• Noted that Curve Lake First Nation also has 
available, trained Cultural Heritage Liaisons who are 
able to actively participate in the archaeological 
assessment process as a member of a field crew. 
Curve Lake First Nation expects engagement at 
Stage 1 of an archaeological assessment to include 
Indigenous Knowledge of the land in the process. 
Requested that Cultural Heritage Liaisons be 
involved in any Stage 2-4 assessments, including 
test pitting, and/or pedestrian surveys to full 
excavation.  

• Noted that as rights holders’, it is Curve Lake First 
Nation’s wish to be kept apprised throughout all 
phases of this project. 

• Noted that letter does not constitute consultation, but 
it does represent the initial engagement process.   

would welcome the opportunity to discuss any concerns you may have regarding this project via a 
teleconference or a virtual meeting.  

  

The purpose of this study is to carry out recommendations from a 2010 Preliminary Design Study (GWP 
69-99-00) to provide improvements to traffic flow and safety within the Highway 7 corridor.  The current 
detailed design study covers only a portion of the larger Highway 7 study area reviewed as part of the 
Preliminary Design Study.  

 

In June 2010, a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) was prepared to  

document the existing environmental conditions, summary of design features, potential  

impacts of the undertaking, and recommended mitigation measures. Within the TESR, you will find 
information regarding the potential adverse impacts of the proposed design alternatives including 
environmental impacts and mitigation measures on groundwater (the source for drinking water), fish and 
wildlife including species at risk, and archaeological and cultural heritage. To summarize, I attached the 
Summary of Environmental Concerns and Mitigation & Monitoring Requirements from the TESR. 
 

The ministry is happy to share the full TESR with Curve Lake First Nation. Due to the large file size, the 
ministry will send the TESR via Enterprise Attachments, in conjunction with this letter.  

 

It is the MTO’s intent to minimize any potential adverse impacts to Aboriginal and/or treaty rights as it 
relates to the proposed activities of this project. The MTO would appreciate your input in identifying and 
assessing potential impacts.  As this project progresses, should you have any information on how this 
project would impact your Aboriginal and/or treaty rights, and/or values specific to your community please 
let us know.    

 

A Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment commenced in November 2021 on a 7m wide by 50m 
long strip adjacent to Little Britain Road, south of Highway 7. At the time, the ministry reached out to 
Curve Lake First Nation regarding the inclusion of a Curve Lake First Nation Cultural Heritage Field 
Liaison in the work.   Unfortunately, the Cultural Heritage Field Liaison was unable to participate in the 
work, however the ministry is committed to ensuring more proactive engagement with Curve Lake First 
Nation with respect to archaeology moving forward.  The draft Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 
Report is completed, and the ministry reached out to Curve Lake First Nation for review and input on 
March 23, 2021 in advance of requesting the service provider to submit the report to the Ministry of 
Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries (MHSTCI). If you have any questions and/or concerns, 
please let us know.   

 

The MTO recognizes that your community is likely prioritizing a COVID-19 response to protect the health 
and well-being of your community, and as a result, this may impact your ability to respond to ministry 
projects.    

 

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss the scope of this project in further detail in order to address 
any additional concerns you may have, via teleconference or virtual meeting at a time that is suitable for 
your and your staff. If you have any questions, comments and/or concerns, please feel free to contact the 
undersigned. 

11 
February 25, 2021 / 
Email 

Heritage Planner / 
Ministry of Heritage, 
Sport, Tourism and 
Culture Industries 
(MHSTCI) 

• MHSTCI requested the PIF numbers of all 
archaeological assessment undertaken as part of the 
study. 

• MHSTCI requested a copy of the CHRAR for review. 

Thank you for your preliminary questions regarding the Highway 7 Widening project. Please see 
responses below regarding the status of the archaeological and cultural heritage due diligence studies 
being undertaken as part of this project.   
 
Archaeology 
 
The PIF numbers of the archaeology reports completed as part of Preliminary Design within the limits of 
the current Detail Design study are as are follows: 

Response 
provided by 
email on 
March 5, 
2021 (WSP, 
Meghan 
MacMillan) 



Highway 7 Widening from West of Angeline Street to East of Highway 35 

(GWP 4065-20-00) 

PIC Summary Report 

 

WSP  March 2021 10 

 

Ref. 
No. 

Date / Form of 
Contact 

Name / Agency Summary of Comments Received How it was addressed 
Response 
Provided 

 

• C.I.F #2000-034-001 – Stage I Archaeological Assessment of Highway 7, from 0.2 km East of Ops 
and Mariposa Township Boundary, to 2.0 km East of County Road 36, Township of Ops, City of 
Kawartha lakes County of Victoria, Ontario (W.P. 69-99-00). Prepared by: C.R. Murphy 
Archaeological Consultation – Archaeological license 2001-034 

• C.I.F #PO37-17 – Stage II Archaeological and Built Heritage/Cultural Landscape Assessment of 
Highway 7 and Highway 35, from 0.9 km West of Kawartha Lakes Road 18, to 2.0 km East of 
Kawartha lakes Road 36, City of Kawartha lakes, Ontario. Prepared by: C.R. Murphy Archaeology 

• C.I.F #PO37-21,27,28,29 - Stage 3 AA of Hwy 7 and Hwy 35, from 0.9 km W of Kawartha Lakes 
Rd 18 to 2 km E of Kawartha Lakes Rd 36, City of Kawartha Lakes, ON. Prepared by: C.R. 
Murphy Archaeology 

• C.I.F #P272-042-2009 and P272-116-2010 – Stage 4 Archaeological Investigations – Curtin Site 
(BbGq-22) Southwest corner of Highway 7 and Highway 35, City of Kawartha Lakes, Victoria 
County, Ontario. Prepared by: The Central Archaeology Group Inc. License No: P272  

• C.I.F #PO37-40-2006 – Stage IV Archaeological Assessment of the North Scugog Bridge Site 
(BhGq-20), Lot 16, Concession 5, Geographic Townships of Ops, City of Kawartha Lakes, 
Ontario (W.P 4264-04-00). Prepared by: C.R. Murphy Archaeology  

 

The PIF number for the archaeological assessment completed as part of the current Detail Design study 

is as follows: 

• PIF # P390-0347-2020 – Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment – Highway 7 Widening, 

Class Environmental Assessment, Part of Lot 15, Concession 5, Geographic Township of Ops, 

former Victoria County, City of Kawartha Lakes Prepared by: Golder Associates Ltd. License No: 

P390.  

This report is currently still in draft but will be submitted to MHSTCI once finalized. 

Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

The Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment Report (CHRAR) has not yet been finalized and will be 

forwarded to MHSTCI for review once complete.  

We look forward to your continued participation in this study. Should you have any further questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact the Project Team.  

 

11a 

March 11, 2021 

Emailed Letter 

 

Heritage Planner / 
MHSTCI 

Thank you for providing the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, 
Tourism and Culture Industries (MHSTCI) with the Notice 
of Online Public Information Centre for the above-
referenced project. MHSTCI’s interest in this 
Environmental Assessment (EA) project relates to its 
mandate of conserving Ontario’s cultural heritage.  

  
Under the Class Environmental Assessment for 
Provincial Transportation Facilities, proponents are 
required to:  

• identify existing environmental conditions and 
sensitivities,  

• identify potential environmental impacts; and  

• describe proposed measures to mitigate 
potential negative impacts.  

No response required at this time. Stage 1 archaeological assessment (PIF) P390-0347-2020 and 
Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment Report will be submitted to MHSTCI for review once finalized.  

No response 
required.  



Highway 7 Widening from West of Angeline Street to East of Highway 35 

(GWP 4065-20-00) 

PIC Summary Report 

 

WSP  March 2021 11 

 

Ref. 
No. 

Date / Form of 
Contact 

Name / Agency Summary of Comments Received How it was addressed 
Response 
Provided 

 
Project Summary  
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP 
to undertake the Detail Design for the widening of 
Highway 7 from approximately 900 m west of Angeline 
Street to approximately 700m east of Highway 35, in the 
City of Kawartha Lakes. The proposed improvements will 
include:  

• Widening of Highway 7 from two lanes to four 
lanes (separated by a flush median);  

• Lane transitions from two to four lanes at the 
east and west ends of the project limits;  

• Resurfacing of the existing pavement;  

• Intersection improvements (including traffic 
signal upgrades) at Angeline Street/Little  

• Britain Road and at Highway 35 (including 
reconstruction of the existing channelized ramps 
and construction of a new channelized ramp in 
the northwest quadrant); and  

• Utility relocations, landscape planting, culvert 
replacements and drainage works, as required. 
 

MHSTCI has reviewed the above referenced notice and 
slides for the Online Public information Centre hosted by 
WSP (February 11th, 2021) and has the following 
comments  

 
Archaeological Resources   
Slide 11 of the PIC, Existing Environmental Conditions, 
notes that property impacts were identified at the 
intersection of Little Britain Road and Highway 7 during 
detail design that were not assessed during preliminary 
design  
 
We understand that previous archaeological 
assessments have been undertaken during the 
preliminary design phase and that that a Stage 1 
archaeological assessment (PIF) P390-0347-2020 will be 
submitted to MHSTCI for review.  
 
Please note that archaeological concerns have not been 
addressed until reports have been entered into the 
Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports where 
those reports recommend that:  

1. the archaeological assessment of the project area is 
complete and   
2. all archaeological sites identified by the assessment 
are either of no further cultural heritage value or 
interest (as per Section 48(3) of the Ontario Heritage 
Act) or that mitigation of impacts has been 
accomplished through an avoidance and protection 
strategy.  
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Ref. 
No. 

Date / Form of 
Contact 

Name / Agency Summary of Comments Received How it was addressed 
Response 
Provided 

Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes  
MHSTCI is aware that a Cultural Heritage Resource 
Assessment Report is being undertaken. Please forward 
the report to MHSTCI for review upon completion and 
prior to the issuance of the notice of completion.   
 
Environmental Assessment Reporting  
Technical cultural heritage studies and their 
recommendations are part of the EA and should be 
included in the environmental study report.   
 
Thank you for consulting MHSTCI on this project and 
please continue to do so throughout the EA process. If 
you have any questions or require clarification, please do 
not hesitate to contact me   

12 
February 25, 2021 / 
Mailed letter 

Public  • Anticipates the project will alleviate traffic issues. No response provided. 
No response 
required 

13 
February 26, 2021 / 
Email 

Public 

• Requested consideration for a snowmobile trail on 
the north side of Highway 7. 

• Indicated there is currently no safe established 
connection between Trail 402 and Trail E108. 

• Requested consideration to allow for groomer 
operations up to either side of the Scugog Rover 
bridge to create a safe connection between Trial 402 
and Trail E108.  

• Inquired if a barricaded single lane be established for 
a safe bridge crossing over the Scugog River via 
snowmobile.  

• Noted that at the Highway 7 and Angeline St and 
Highway 7 and Lindsay Street south intersections, 
the groomer crossing could be considered north of 
the intersection.  

• Believes considerations could be achieved and 
provide beneficial to local business’ in the area while 
continuing to expand the multiple benefits around 
snowmobiling in the region. 

Thank you for your interest in the Highway 7 Widening project. We appreciate your suggestion of 
incorporating a snowmobile trail on the north side of Highway 7 as part of this project.  

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has policies in place governing snowmobile trails and crossings within 
the MTO right-of-way (ROW). Agreements for snowmobile trails and crossings within MTO ROW are 
determined by the MTO Corridor Management Office, in conjunction with the Ontario Federation of 
Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC) District Manager.  If you wish to pursue your concerns and suggestions, 
regarding Highway 7 in this area, it is suggested you start with your local District OFSC or local snowmobile 
club who could bring the item forward to the District Manager for further discussion.  

We encourage your continued participation in this study. Should you have any further questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact the Project Team. 

 

Response 
provided by 
email on May 
4, 2021 
(WSP, 
Meghan 
MacMillan) 

14 
March 1, 2021 / 
Website comment 
form 

Public 

• Suggested that large equipment minimize noise 
impacts through not allowing tailgates and truck 
boxes to bang during construction. 

• Requested that trucks are cleaned away from 
asphalt or the shoulder area to keep the area clean. 

Thank you for submitting a comment regarding the Highway 7 Widening study through the study website.   
We appreciate your suggestion of minimizing construction noise and minimizing impacts of paving 
operations and other construction works to the surrounding environment.   

As part of the construction contract, the Contractor will be required to ensure construction equipment is in 
an operating condition that prevents unnecessary noise, including but not limited to non-defective muffler 
systems, properly secured components, and the lubrication of moving parts. However, the movement of 
truck beds and tailgates are part of normal construction operations and are permitted to occur as 
required.  

The Contractor will also be required to regularly clean the construction of dirt and dust, and appropriate 
dust control measures utilized to minimize airborne dust.  In addition, vehicle maintenance, refueling and 
fuel storage will be confined to designated areas a minimum of 30 m away from natural areas or any 

Response 
provided by 
email on May 
4, 2021 
(WSP, 
Meghan 
MacMillan) 14a 

March 1, 2021 / 
Email 

Public 

• Suggested that large equipment minimize noise 
impacts through not allowing tailgates and truck 
boxes to bang during construction.  

• Requested that trucks are cleaned away from 
asphalt or the shoulder area to keep the area clean. 
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Ref. 
No. 

Date / Form of 
Contact 

Name / Agency Summary of Comments Received How it was addressed 
Response 
Provided 

drainage systems, and all activities will be controlled to prevent entry of petroleum products or other 
deleterious substances, such as debris, waste, rubble, or concrete material into the natural environment. 

We look forward to your continued participation in this study. Should you have any further questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact the undersigned. 
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NEXT STEPS 

The Highway 7 Widening from West of Angeline Street to East of Highway 35 Detail Design 

study is following the approved environmental planning process for Group ‘B’ projects under the 

MTO Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for Provincial Transportation Facilities 

(2000). 

Following the online PIC, a Design and Construction Report (DCR) will be prepared for the 

project and will include: 

• An overview of the Class EA process; 

• A description of the Recommended Plan, including any changes to transportation 

engineering and environmental issues identified in Preliminary Design;  

• A summary of stakeholder consultation (as outlined in this report); and  

• A detailed description of anticipated environmental effects and recommended mitigation 

measures that will be incorporated into construction documents. 

Upon completion of the DCR, newspaper notices will be published, letters will be sent to the 

project mailing list, and the website will be updated to explain the review process and identify 

how the DCR will be made available for review. Upon completion of the public review period, the 

project will be considered to have met the requirements of MTO’s Class EA.  

Under the Class EA, there are no ‘bump-up’ (Part II Order) opportunities for Group ‘B’ projects 

during the DCR review period. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

Newspaper Notice 
 

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE 
SUMMARY REPORT 

 

  



Notice of Online Public Information Centre
Highway 7 Widening from West of Angeline Street to East of Highway 35  
City of Kawartha Lakes (G.W.P. 4065-20-00), Detail Design
THE STUDY

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP Canada Inc. to undertake the Detail Design for the widening of Highway 7 from 
approximately 900 m west of Angeline Street to approximately 700 m east of Highway 35, in the City of Kawartha Lakes. 

The proposed improvements will include:

•  Widening of Highway 7 from two lanes to 
four lanes (separated by a flush median);

•  Lane transitions from two to four lanes at the 
east and west ends of the project limits;

• Resurfacing of the existing pavement;
•  Intersection improvements (including traffic 

signal upgrades) at Angeline Street/Little 
Britain Road and at Highway 35 (including 
reconstruction of the existing channelized 
ramps and construction of a new channelized 
ramp in the northwest quadrant); and

•  Utility relocations, landscape planting, culvert 
replacements and drainage works, as required. 

The Detail Design for the widening of Highway 7 is 
based on recommendations from a 2010 
Preliminary Design study (G.W.P. 69-99-00) that 
recommended a number of improvements to the 
Highway 7 corridor. The Preliminary Design study 
considered Highway 7 and Highway 35 from  
0.9 km west of Kawartha Lakes Road 18 to 2.0 km 
east of Kawartha Lakes Road 36.

A Notice of Study Commencement was published 
for this Detail Design study in November 2017; 
however, since that time the study limits have 
been reduced. The remainder of the works 
identified in the November 2017 Notice of Study 
Commencement will be addressed under a 
separate Detail Design and Class Environmental 
Assessment study. 

THE PROCESS

This study is being carried out in accordance with the approved environmental planning process for Group “B” undertakings under  
the MTO Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000), with the opportunity for public input 
throughout the project. 

An Online Public Information Centre (PIC) will be held on the project website at www.hwy7widening.com to provide the public and 
stakeholders with an opportunity to review and comment on the proposed design, potential effects and proposed mitigation. PIC materials 
will be posted on the project website on February 11, 2021. You are encouraged to review the PIC materials and provide any comments or 
questions to the Project Team via the project website or at the contact information below by February 26, 2021.

Near completion of the Detail Design, a Design and Construction Report (DCR) will be prepared to document the Class EA process, and will 
include a description of the Recommended Plan, potential environmental effects and mitigation plan. The DCR will be filed for a 30-day 
public review period. Newspaper notices will be published at that time to explain the review process. 

COMMENTS

We are interested in hearing any comments that you may have regarding this study. If you wish to obtain additional information or  
provide comments, please contact the Consultant Project Manager or MTO Project Manager listed below, or visit the project website  
at www.hwy7widening.com.

Ms. Karen M. Zan
Consultant Project Manager
WSP Canada Inc.
610 Chartwell Road, Suite 300; Oakville, ON  L6J 4A5
tel: 289-835-2643 
e-mail: Karen.Zan@wsp.com

Mr. Dean Pattemore
Design and Construction Project Manager
Ministry of Transportation – Eastern Region
1355 John Counter Blvd., Postal Bag 4000, Kingston, ON  K7L 5A3
tel: 613-332-3220 ext. 215
e-mail: Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca

If you have any accessibility requirements for participation in this project, please contact one of the Project Team members listed above. 

Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPPA). With the exception of 
personal information, all comments will be part of the public record.

Pour obtenir des renseignements en français, vous pouvez communiquer avec Meghan MacMillan en composant le 613 690-1117 ou en lui 
envoyant un courriel (Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com).
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Suite 300 
610 Chartwell Road 
Oakville, ON, Canada  L6J 4A5 
Tel: :+1 905-823-8500 
wsp.com 

February 5, 2021 

«Agency» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City, Province» «Postal Code» 

Attention: «Name» 
 «Job Title» 
 
Subject: Notice of Online Public Information Centre  

Highway 7 Widening from West of Angeline Street to East of Highway 35,  
City of Kawartha Lakes (GWP 4065-20-00), Detail Design     
   

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP to undertake the Detail Design for the 
widening of Highway 7 from approximately 900 m west of Angeline Street to approximately 700 
m east of Highway 35, in the City of Kawartha Lakes.  

The proposed improvements will include: 

• Widening of Highway 7 from two lanes to four lanes (separated by a flush median); 

• Lane transitions from two to four lanes at the east and west ends of the project limits; 

• Resurfacing of the existing pavement; 

• Intersection improvements (including traffic signal upgrades) at Angeline Street/Little Britain 
Road and at Highway 35 (including reconstruction of the existing channelized ramps and 
construction of a new channelized ramp in the northwest quadrant); and 

• Utility relocations, landscape planting, culvert replacements and drainage works, as required.  

The Detail Design for the widening of Highway 7 is based on recommendations from a 2010 
Preliminary Design study (GWP 69-99-00) that recommended a number of improvements to the 
Highway 7 corridor. The Preliminary Design study considered Highway 7 and Highway 35 from 
0.9 km west of Kawartha Lakes Road 18 to 2.0 km east of Kawartha Lakes Road 36. 

A Notice of Study Commencement was published for this Detail Design study in November 
2017; however, since that time the study limits have been reduced. The remainder of the works 
identified in the November 2017 Notice of Study Commencement will be addressed under a 
separate Detail Design and Class Environmental Assessment study.  

This study is being carried out in accordance with the approved environmental planning process 
for Group “B” undertakings under the MTO Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for 
Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000), with the opportunity for public input throughout the 
project.  

An Online Public Information Centre (PIC) will be held on the project website at 
www.hwy7widening.com to provide the public and stakeholders with an opportunity to review 
and comment on the proposed design, potential effects and proposed mitigation. PIC materials 
will be posted on the project website on February 11, 2021 You are encouraged to review the 
PIC materials and provide any comments or questions to the Project Team via the project 
website or at the contact information below by February 26, 2021. 

If you wish to obtain additional information, or submit comments, please feel free to contact the 
undersigned at the addresses listed below or visit the project website at 
www.hwy7widening.com. 

Notice of Online Public Information Centre - External Agencies,
Public, Impacted Property Owners
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Ms. Karen M. Zan  Mr. Dean Pattemore 
Consultant Project Manager  Design and Construction Project Manager 
WSP 
610 Chartwell Road, Suite 300 
Oakville, ON L6J 4A5 

 
Ministry of Transportation – Eastern Region 
1355 John Counter Blvd., Postal Bag 4000 
Kingston, ON K7L 5A3 

Phone: (289) 835-2643   Phone: (613) 332-3220 ext. 215 
Email: Karen.Zan@wsp.com  Email: Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca 

Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (FOIPPA). With the exception of personal information, all comments will be part of 
the public record. 

Pour obtenir des renseignements en français, vous pouvez communiquer avec Meghan 
MacMillan en composant le 613-690-1117 ou en lui envoyant un courriel 
(Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com). 

 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 

 

Karen M. Zan, P. Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 

   

 

cc: Mr. Dean Pattemore, P. Eng., Project Manager – MTO Eastern Region  
Mr. Steve Baczyk, Environmental Planner – MTO Eastern Region 
Ms. Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP, Consultant Environmental Planner – WSP 



HIGHWAY 7 WIDENING FROM WEST OF ANGELINE STREET TO EAST OF HIGHWAY 35, 

CITY OF KAWARTHA LAKES (GWP 4065-20-00), DETAIL DESIGN  

STUDY AREA

 



 

 

 

February 5, 2021 
 

«First Nation» 
«Address» 
«City, Province» 
«Postal Code» 
«Email» 

 
RE:  NOTICE OF ONLINE PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE  

HIGHWAY 7 WIDENING FROM WEST OF ANGELINE STREET TO EAST OF 
HIGHWAY 35, CITY OF KAWARTHA LAKES (GWP 4065-20-00), DETAIL 
DESIGN  

 
Dear «Title»«Name», 
 
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP to undertake the Detail Design for the 
widening of Highway 7 from approximately 900 m west of Angeline Street to approximately 700 
m east of Highway 35, in the City of Kawartha Lakes. 
 
The proposed improvements will include: 

• Widening of Highway 7 from two lanes to four lanes (separated by a flush median); 

• Lane transitions from two to four lanes at the east and west ends of the project limits; 

• Resurfacing of the existing pavement; 

• Intersection improvements (including traffic signal upgrades) at Angeline Street/Little 
Britain Road and at Highway 35 (including reconstruction of the existing channelized 
ramps and construction of a new channelized ramp in the northwest quadrant); and 

• Utility relocations, landscape planting, culvert replacements and drainage works, as 
required. 

 
The Detail Design for the widening of Highway 7 is based on recommendations from a 2010 
Preliminary Design study (GWP 69-99-00) that recommended a number of improvements to the 
Highway 7 corridor. The Preliminary Design study considered Highway 7 and Highway 35 from 
0.9 km west of Kawartha Lakes Road 18 to 2.0 km east of Kawartha Lakes Road 36. 
 
A Notice of Study Commencement was published for this Detail Design study in November 
2017; however, since that time the study limits have been reduced. The remainder of the works 
identified in the November 2017 Notice of Study Commencement will be addressed under a 
separate Detail Design and Class Environmental Assessment study. 
 
This study is being carried out in accordance with the approved environmental planning process 
for Group “B” undertakings under the MTO Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for 
Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000), with the opportunity for public input throughout the 
project. 
 

Ministry of Transportation 
Planning and Design Section 

1355 John Counter Boulevard 
Postal Bag 4000 
Kingston, Ontario K7L 5A3 

Tel.:   613-544-2220 
         1-800-267-0295  
Fax:   613-540-5106  

Ministère des Transports 
Section de la planification et de la conception    

1355, boulevard John Counter 
CP/Service de sacs 4000 
Kingston (Ontario) K7L 5A3 

Tél. : 613-544-2220 
         1-800-267-0295 
Téléc. 613 540-5106 

 

Notice of Online Public Information Centre - Indigenous Communities



 

 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with the opportunity to meet with the project team 
virtually to learn further details on the project and provide input into the process.  Should you 
wish to arrange a meeting, or wish to obtain additional information, please feel free to contact 
me at my contact information in the undersigned. 
 
An Online Public Information Centre (PIC) will be held on the project website at 
www.hwy7widening.com to provide the public and stakeholders with an opportunity to review 
and comment on the proposed design, potential effects and proposed mitigation. PIC materials 
will be posted on the project website on February 11, 2021. You are encouraged to review the 
PIC materials and provide any comments or questions at my contact information below. 

 
A copy of the notice is attached for your information.   
 
Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (FOIPPA). With the exception of personal information, and other protected 
information, all comments will be part of the public record.  
 
If you have any questions, comments and/or concerns, or would like to schedule a virtual 
meeting, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lindley Kenny 
Indigenous Liaison Specialist 
East Region Operations 
 
Ministry of Transportation 
1355 John Counter Blvd, PO Box 4000 
Kingston, ON, K7L 5A3 
Tel: 613-449-5273 
 
c.c.  

Dean Pattemore, MTO Project Manager   
Karen M. Zan, P.Eng., Consultant Project Manager – WSP  
Steve Baczyk, Environmental Planner – MTO Eastern Region  
Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP, Consultant Environmental Planner – WSP 

 
Enclosure:  
- Notice of Online Public Information Centre  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Figure 1 – Project Study Area 
 

 



Ministry of Transportation 

Project Delivery East 
1355 John Counter Boulevard 
Postal Bag 4000 

Kingston, Ontario K7L 5A3 
Tel.:   1-800-267-0295  
Fax:   613-540-5106 

 

Ministère des Transports 

Zone d'exécution du projet de l'Est 
1355, boulevard John Counter 
CP/Service de sacs 4000 

Kingston (Ontario) K7L 5A3 
Tél. : 1-800-267-0295 
Téléc. 613 540-5106  

 

1 
 

February 5, 2021 
 
«Agency» 
«Address1» 
«City, Province»  
«Postal Code» 
«Email» 
 
Attention: «Name» 
  «Job Title» 
 
RE:  NOTICE OF ONLINE PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE  

HIGHWAY 7 WIDENING FROM WEST OF ANGELINE STREET TO EAST OF HIGHWAY 35,  
CITY OF KAWARTHA LAKES (GWP 4065-20-00), DETAIL DESIGN 

 
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP to undertake the Detail Design for the 
widening of Highway 7 from approximately 900 m west of Angeline Street to approximately 700 m 
east of Highway 35, in the City of Kawartha Lakes.  

The proposed improvements will include: 

• Widening of Highway 7 from two lanes to four lanes (separated by a flush median); 

• Lane transitions from two to four lanes at the east and west ends of the project limits; 

• Resurfacing of the existing pavement; 

• Intersection improvements (including traffic signal upgrades) at Angeline Street/Little Britain Road 
and at Highway 35 (including reconstruction of the existing channelized ramps and construction 
of a new channelized ramp in the northwest quadrant); and 

• Utility relocations, landscape planting, culvert replacements and drainage works, as required.  

The Detail Design for the widening of Highway 7 is based on recommendations from a 2010 
Preliminary Design study (GWP 69-99-00) that recommended a number of improvements to the 
Highway 7 corridor. The Preliminary Design study considered Highway 7 and Highway 35 from 0.9 
km west of Kawartha Lakes Road 18 to 2.0 km east of Kawartha Lakes Road 36. 

A Notice of Study Commencement was published for this Detail Design study in November 2017; 
however, since that time the study limits have been reduced. The remainder of the works identified in 
the November 2017 Notice of Study Commencement will be addressed under a separate Detail 
Design and Class Environmental Assessment study.  

This study is being carried out in accordance with the approved environmental planning process for 
Group “B” undertakings under the MTO Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for Provincial 
Transportation Facilities (2000), with the opportunity for public input throughout the project.  

An Online Public Information Centre (PIC) will be held on the project website at 
www.hwy7widening.com to provide the public and stakeholders with an opportunity to review and 
comment on the proposed design, potential effects and proposed mitigation. PIC materials will be 
posted on the project website on February 11, 2021 You are encouraged to review the PIC materials 
and provide any comments or questions to the Project Team via the project website or at the contact 
information below by February 26, 2021. 

 

Notice of Online Public Information Centre - Local Elected Representatives
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Please be advised that the Ontario Government Notice (OGN) advertising the Online PIC will be 
published in local newspapers as follows:  

Peterborough This Week  Thursday, February 11, 2021 

Kawartha Lakes This Week   Thursday, February 11, 2021 

A copy of the notice is attached for your information. 

If you wish to obtain additional information, or submit comments, please feel free to contact the 
undersigned at the address listed below or visit the project website at www.hwy7widening.com. 

Mr. Dean Pattemore 
Design and Construction Project Manager 
Ministry of Transportation – Eastern Region 
1355 John Counter Blvd., Postal Bag 4000 
Kingston, ON K7L 5A3 
Phone: (613) 332-3220 ext. 215 
Email: Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca 

Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (FOIPPA). With the exception of personal information, all comments will be part of the 
public record. 

Pour obtenir des renseignements en français, vous pouvez communiquer avec Meghan MacMillan 
en composant le 613-690-1117 ou en lui envoyant un courriel (Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com). 

Yours very truly, 

 
 
 
Dean Pattemore 
MTO Project Manager 
 
cc: Ms. Karen M. Zan, P.Eng., Consultant Project Manager – WSP 

Mr. Steve Baczyk, Environmental Planner – MTO Eastern Region 
Ms. Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP, Consultant Environmental Planner – WSP
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HIGHWAY 7 WIDENING FROM ANGELINE STREET TO HIGHWAY 35, CITY OF KAWARTHA LAKES

An overview of previous studies completed, including Preliminary Design 

A description of the Detail Design project

The steps in the Environmental Assessment (Class EA) process

Existing conditions in the study area

A description of the Recommended Plan, including proposed construction staging

Measures to mitigate environmental impacts

Next steps

ONLINE PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE (PIC)

Highway 7 Widening from Angeline Street to Highway 35, City of Kawartha Lakes

Detail Design and Environmental Assessment Study 

(GWP 4065-20-00)

The purpose of this online PIC is to provide stakeholders and the public with an introduction to the study and an 

opportunity to review and comment on the proposed works, anticipated environmental effects and proposed 

mitigation measures.

As part of this online PIC, you will have a chance to review:

We encourage you to share your opinions with us and submit any questions or comments via 

the project website Contact page. A member of the Project Team will respond to you directly. 

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP to undertake this study.

1

https://www.hwy7widening.com/contactus.html


HIGHWAY 7 WIDENING FROM ANGELINE STREET TO HIGHWAY 35, CITY OF KAWARTHA LAKES

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP to 

undertake the Detail Design for the widening of Highway 7 from 

approximately 900 m west of Angeline Street to approximately 700 

m east of Highway 35, in the City of Kawartha Lakes.

The scope of work includes:

• Widening of Highway 7 from two lanes to four lanes, separated 

by a flush median;

• Lane transitions from two to four lanes at the east and west ends 

of the project limits;

• Resurfacing of the existing pavement;

• Intersection improvements (including traffic signal upgrades) at 

Angeline Street/Little Britain Road and at Highway 35 (including 

reconstruction of the existing channelized ramps and 

construction of a new channelized ramp in the northwest 

quadrant); and

• Utility relocations, landscape planting, culvert replacements and 

drainage works, as required.

Highway 7 East of Angeline Street South – looking east
2

Study Area Overview

Highway 7 and Highway 35 Intersection – looking east



HIGHWAY 7 WIDENING FROM ANGELINE STREET TO HIGHWAY 35, CITY OF KAWARTHA LAKES

PREVIOUS STUDIES

PRELIMINARY DESIGN

Highway 7 and Highway 35, Preliminary Design and Class Environmental Assessment Study, GWP 69-99-00 (2010)

In June 2010, MTO completed a Preliminary Design and Environmental Assessment (EA) study for improvements to the Highway 7 corridor from 

0.9 km west of the junction of Kawartha Lakes Road 18 easterly to 2.0 km east of the junction of Kawartha Lakes Road 36, and Highway 35 from 

the Highway 7/35/7B West intersection northerly to Colborne Street West, in the City of Kawartha Lakes. The purpose of the study was to develop 

a long-term vision to guide transportation planning within the Highway 7 and Highway 35 corridors over a 20-year planning horizon.  The study 

was documented in a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) which received environmental approval in 2010. 

The Preliminary Design EA Approved Plan for the Highway 7 study area included the following main components to be implemented over a 20-

year horizon based on Initial Stage and Long-Term plans: 

The widening and rehabilitation of the Highway 7 Scugog River Bridge, located within this Detail Design study area limits, was recommended 

under a separate Preliminary Design and Environmental Assessment study (WP 4264-04-00). Due to the condition of the bridge, this project has 

already been implemented, including the widening of Highway 7 on the approaches to the bridge.

3

• Resurfacing, pavement rehabilitation, and pavement widening 

• Median modifications 

• Intersection geometric / operational improvements

• Modifications to fronting / service roads

• Horizontal and vertical profile changes 

• Drainage improvements

• Illumination and traffic signals

• Structural rehabilitation / removal / replacements

• Consideration of future truck lay-by locations

• Protection for a future interchange at the Highway 7 – Angeline 

Street intersection. 
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PRELIMINARY DESIGN – ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND COMMITMENTS 

The 2010 Preliminary Design and EA Study provided a summary of potential and direct and indirect environmental effects 

associated with the Recommended Plan, mitigation measures and commitments to future work. 

Key commitments carried forward to this Detail Design study are summarized below.

Issues / Concerns Potential 

Effects

Commitments for Mitigation / Protection / Monitoring

Fisheries and Aquatic 

Ecosystems 

• Potential for harmful 

alteration, disruption or 

destruction of fish habitat

• Minimize fill within the channels area and habitat 

• Incorporate habitat diversity into the final structure/culvert design

• Apply standard and site specific sediment and erosion control measures to ensure no impacts to downstream 

or adjacent areas of fish habitat

• Avoid potential disturbance to fish spawning activity during construction by implementing timing constraints 

for in-water works

Erosion and Sediment 

Control 

• Erosion of and 

sedimentation to 

watercourses

• Ensure standard temporary erosion and sedimentation control practices are followed during construction

• Develop long-term stormwater management measures during detail design

• Install enhanced grassed swales alongside roadside ditches and permanent rock flow checks, where 

warranted by site conditions. 

Vegetation and Wildlife 

• Vegetation / vegetation 

community and wildlife / 

wildlife habitat impacts

• Minimize vegetation clearing and grubbing, and maintain existing forest cover when possible.

• Establish clearing timing constraints outside bird nesting periods.

• Establish appropriate buffers and protective exclusion measures, such as barriers / fences to ensure 

vegetation adjacent to the right-of-way is protected from mechanical damage.

• Ensure that the Contractor does not destroy the active nests (nests with eggs or young birds), or wound or kill 

birds, of species protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 and/or Regulations under that Act.  

Species at Risk 

• Potential disturbance to 

Barn Swallow and Eastern 

Meadowlark, Least Bittern 

and Tri-colour bat, 

Blanding’s Turtle and 

Snapping Turtle habitat

• Minimize encroachment into hayfield habitat and vegetation removals to minimize impacts on Bobolink and 

Eastern Meadowlark habitat. 

• Implement exclusion measures during construction to prevent wildlife entry into or nesting within the work 

zone.

Preliminary Design Commitments (from 2010 Study)
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Issues / Concerns / Potential Effects Commitments for Mitigation / Protection / Monitoring

Land Use / Traffic 

• Inconvenience of traffic delays and 

interruption in access for residents, 

farmers, business owners and 

motorists travelling through the 

study area.

• Stage construction activities to avoid/minimize traffic delays to residents, farmers, business owners and 

motorists travelling through the study area to the extent possible.    

• Ensure no temporary road closures will be necessary within the study area during construction. 

• Ensure that two lanes of traffic are maintained at all times along Highway 7 and Highway 35 during construction 

peak hours, and at all times in sections that will be widened to 4-5 lanes.

• Maintain access and egress to residences, farms and businesses at all times during construction. Maintain 

access and egress for emergency response vehicles and school buses along Highway 7 and 35 at all times 

during construction.   

Air Quality

• Construction emissions can 

contribute pollution, including dust, 

and can create a nuisance.

• Include requirements in the construction contract package to minimize the emission of pollutants, including dust, 

to the atmosphere and to ensure the use of dust suppressants to combat dust, where appropriate.  

Property Requirements

• Property requirements and impacts 

on businesses.

• Minimize impacts to businesses and property impacts to the extent possible.

Contaminants and Waste 

• Contamination of surface water 

during construction.

• Store construction material, excess material, construction debris and empty containers away from watercourses. 

• Conduct equipment refuelling, maintenance and repair a sufficient distance from the watercourses to prevent the 

entry of contaminants to the watercourse. Contain and clean up spills quickly and effectively.

Archaeological & Heritage 

Resources 

• All works are anticipated to take 

place within already disturbed 

areas of the right-of-way. 

• Should any human remains be encountered during construction, such construction activity shall cease, and the 

proponent shall immediately contact the following: Ontario Provincial Police, the Registrar of the Cemeteries 

Regulation Unit of the Ministry of Government Consumer Services, and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism 

and Culture Industries.

Noise 

• Noise from construction, 

equipment and vehicles.

• Include general noise control measures in the contract package where noise sensitive areas are located 

including: maintaining equipment in an operating condition that prevents unnecessary noise and restricting the 

idling of equipment to the minimum necessary to perform the specified work.

Agricultural

• Impacts to nearby agricultural 

uses.

• Avoid impacts to prime agricultural areas/land, the tiled drainage systems and the municipal drain to the extent 

possible.  

• Ensure that if any tile drains and tile outlets and fences are damaged during construction they will be repaired to 

the same condition or better. Maintain access to agricultural land during construction at all times and minimize 

temporary traffic delays to facilitate construction to the extent possible.  

PRELIMINARY DESIGN – ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND COMMITMENTS
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PRELIMINARY DESIGN – ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES

The 2010 Preliminary Design and EA Study included an analysis and evaluation of alternatives for the Highway 7 corridor improvements. The 

study determined there was a need to widen Highway 7 to provide four lanes with intersection improvements within the 20-year horizon period 

to address an increase in traffic and improve safety in the study area. Alternatives were developed for both corridor and intersection 

improvements which were then evaluated in detail based on the Evaluation Component Categories shown below. 

An extensive evaluation of alternatives was completed as part of the Preliminary Design and no new alternatives were developed during Detail 

Design. The recommended plans presented as part of this PIC are based on the EA Approved Plan.

Alternative 1: Widen equally on both sides

Alternative 2: Widen on north side only

Alternative 3: Widen on south side only.

•Natural Environment (Fish, Water, Wildlife & 

Vegetation)

•Socio-economic Environment (Agriculture, 

Contaminated Sites, Residential, Commercial, 

Social & Recreation)

•Cultural Environment (Cultural Environment)

E
n
v
i
r
o
n
m

e
n
t

•Traffic (Highway 7 Impacts, Municipal Road 

Impacts, Emergency Detour, Transit/Emergency 

Services)

•Constructability

•Safety (Road Design,  Protection of Vulnerable 

Users)

T
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
a
t
i
o
n

•Capital Cost

•Life Cycle Costing
C

o
s
t

Evaluation Component Categories

Preferred Alternative: Widening Highway 7 equally on both sides as it results in the 

least impact to private property.

Highway 7 and Angeline Street Intersection Improvement Alternatives 

Alternative 1: Revise the right turn lane geometry

Alternative 2: Construct right turn channel 

Preferred Alternative: Provide a parallel right turn lane treatment along Highway 7 

since it requires significantly less property than a right turn channel. 

Corridor Improvement Alternatives 

Highway 7 and Highway 35 Intersection Improvement Alternatives 

Alternative 1: Construct right turn channels

Alternative 2: Revise the right turn lane geometry

Preferred Alternative: A right turn channel added to the northwest quadrant. The existing right 

turn channelization in the remaining quadrants will be reinstated. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS

Highway 7 Widening From Angeline Street to Slanted Road (2017)

In 2016, MTO retained WSP (formerly MMM Group) to complete the Detail Design and Class 

Environmental Assessment for the widening of Highway 7 from 400 m west of Angeline Street to 400 m 

south of Slanted Road. A Notice of Study Commencement was published in November 2017. The scope 

of the study has since been revised to include the widening of the section of Highway 7 from west of 

Angeline Street to east of Highway 35 only. 

The Detail Design for the remainder of the study area, from east of Highway 35 to 400 m south of 

Slanted Road, will be completed under a separate assignment.

Current Study

The purpose of the current study is to refine the EA Approved Plan, to prepare the construction contract 

documents, and to obtain environmental approvals for construction.  This project is being carried out in 

accordance with the approved environmental planning process for Group ‘B’ projects under the MTO 

Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000).

At the completion of the study, a Design and Construction Report (DCR) will be prepared and will 

include:

• Consultation with Indigenous communities, external stakeholders, and the public;

• Updates to the existing environmental conditions documented in Preliminary Design, as 

required, and a summary of additional detail design investigations undertaken;

• Proposed design modifications to the EA Approved Plan documented in the TESR;

• A description of the detail design Recommended Plan, including highway and traffic signal 

design, and landscaping;

• A description of the associated environmental protection/mitigation measures included in 

the contract package;

• A Summary of Environmental Concerns and Commitments Table; and

• Identification of all project approvals, licenses and permits which have or must be obtained 

including further commitments to be addressed during construction.

The DCR will be available on the project website for a 30-day public review period. Following the 

public review period, the project can proceed to construction.

Construction tendering and start of work

March 2021

Submit DCR for a 30-day Review Period

Finalize Recommended Plans and 

Prepare Design and Construction 

Report

February 2021

Online Public Information Centre

Refine Detail Design, Identify Impacts 

and Develop the Mitigation Strategy

Confirm Design and Construction 

Staging Alternatives from Preliminary 

Design

Perform Field Inventory and Review 

Existing Conditions

November 2017

Notice of Study Commencement

WE ARE 

HERE

7
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

Highway 7

• Within the City of Kawartha Lakes, Highways 7 

serves a significant amount of local commuter, 

tourist and commercial traffic and is designated 

as a Controlled Access Highway.  

• Highway 7 is a major east-west transportation 

facility that forms part of the designated Trans-

Canada Highway system.

• Highway 7 currently operates as a two-lane 

highway with 3.5 m wide lanes and 2.5 m wide 

gravel shoulders within the study area.

Existing Intersections

Highway 7 and Kawartha Lakes Road 4 

(Angeline Street) Intersection

• Currently this intersection operates under traffic 

signal control, with dedicated right-turn lanes on 

the east and west approaches and dedicated left-

turn lanes on 3 approaches. 

Highway 7 and Highway 35 Intersection 

• Currently this intersection operates under traffic 

signal control, with channelized right-turn lanes in 

all directions except for the northwest quadrant. 

There are dedicated left turn lanes on all 

approaches.

Existing Two Lane Typical Cross Section of Highway 7

South North

Existing Highway 7 and Highway 35 Intersection
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EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Wildlife and Species at Risk

• The study area contains habitat that supports a variety 

of wildlife species. 

• Turtle nesting habitat was confirmed at the Scugog

River Bridge during 2016 field investigations.

• Rock Pigeon was observed nesting under the Scugog

River Bridge. Rock Pigeon is not a migratory bird 

species.

• Species at Risk (SAR) birds and turtles may be present 

within the study area based on the habitat present; 

however, no SAR or provincially significant plant species 

were observed during the 2016 field investigations.

Vegetation

• Vegetation in the project limits is characterized by 

early successional meadows and mid-aged forests 

that are disturbance-tolerant.

• A Tree Inventory was completed for the study in 

2020 and confirmed that no federally or 

provincially protected plant species are located 

within or adjacent to the study area.
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Migratory Birds

• Ten bird species were recorded during the 2016 field 

investigations. The birds observed are expected for 

the site conditions and are common and widespread 

throughout this part of Ontario. 

Narrow-leaved Cattail and Cultural Meadow 

units looking east along Highway 7.

General landscape of the study area, with 

primarily annual row crops.
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EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
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Fish and Fish Habitat

• There are two watercourses within the study area: the 

Scugog River and a tributary to the Scugog River, as shown 

on the map below. 

• The Scugog River is fish-bearing and represents significant 

habitat for fish and fish spawning.

• The Scugog River Tributary does not contain direct fish 

habitat.

• No records of aquatic SAR have been identified within the 

watercourses. 

Natural Heritage Features

• There are two natural heritage features located within and 

adjacent to the study area:

• An unnamed Significant Woodland is located along 

the eastern shore of the Scugog River, bisected by 

Highway 7. 

• The O'Donnell Landing Provincially Significant 

Wetland (PSW) Complex is located approximately 

0.6 km south of the Scugog River Bridge. 

O’Donnell’s Landing PSW Complex is regionally 

significant for fish spawning and rearing habitats.
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Watercourses within the Study Area

Highway 7
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Legend:

Study Area

Watercourses

Approximate Location of Significant Woodland  
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EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
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Official Plan (City of Kawartha Lakes Official Plan [By-law 2011, as amended], Schedule A-3) 

Study Area

Noise

• Noise assessments were completed by Valcoustics

Canada Ltd. in 2002 and 2004. The assessments 

determined that the predicted increase in noise levels 

as a result of highway widening are <5 dBA. As such, 

noise mitigation measures are not warranted as a 

result of highway widening.

Cultural Heritage

• A Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment Report was 

completed as part of this study. Four properties were 

identified as having potential cultural heritage and 

value; however, all four properties are located more 

than 100 m from the study area and are outside of the 

area of impact. No further assessment is required. 

• The Scugog River was identified as a cultural heritage 

landscape. No further assessment is required as no 

adverse impact to its values are anticipated as part of 

the works. 

Archaeology

• Stage 1 and 2 archaeological assessments (AAs) were conducted within the study area during Preliminary Design. Two 

archaeological sites were identified within the limits of this study, at the Scugog River Bridge and at Highway 7 and Highway 35. Both 

sites have undergone Stage 3 and Stage 4 AAs. No further archaeological assessment for this detail design study area was 

recommended.

• Additional property impacts were identified at the intersection of Little Britain Road and Highway 7 during detail design that were not 

assessed during preliminary design. A Stage 1-2 AA was completed for this additional area. No archaeological resources were found 

and no further assessment is recommended.

Land Use 

• The City of Kawartha Lakes’ Official Plan designates the lands in the study area around the Highway 7 and 35 intersection and

Highway 7 near Angeline Street South as either rural or highway commercial. 

• West of Highway 7 and Angeline Street South and south of Highway 7, lands are designated as industrial. Lands north of Highwa y 7

to the east of the Highway 7 and Highway 35 intersection is designated as tourist commercial. 

• A portion of lands are designated as environmental protection: the Scugog River and the Scugog River tributary.
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RECOMMENDED PLAN

Recommended Plan to be added and will include:

• Plan view of recommended plan; 

• Cross section of new widened highway; and 

• Summary of construction / traffic staging required to complete the works:

• Construct temporary shoulder strengthening on the south side of Highway 7 west of the Scugog River 

• Shift traffic slightly to the south

• Construct the widening of / rehabilitate Highway 7 on the north side and reconstruct the north half of the 

intersections

• Shift traffic to the north onto the newly widened pavement

• Construct the widening of / rehabilitate Highway 7 on the south side and reconstruct the south half of the 

intersections

West of Angeline Street to Scugog River

Highway 7 and Angeline Street/Little Britain Road  

Intersection

Summary of construction / traffic staging:

• Construct temporary shoulder strengthening on the south 

side of Highway 7 west of the Scugog River 

• Shift traffic slightly to the south

• Construct the widening of / rehabilitate Highway 7 on the 

north side and reconstruct the north half of the intersection.

• Shift traffic to the north onto the newly widened pavement

• Construct the widening of / rehabilitate Highway 7 on the 

south side and reconstruct the south half of the 

intersection, 
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RECOMMENDED PLAN

Scugog River to East of Highway 35

Highway 7 and Highway 35 Intersection

Summary of construction / traffic staging:

• Construct the widening of / rehabilitate Highway 7 

on the north side and reconstruct the north half of 

intersection.

• Shift traffic to the north onto the newly widened 

pavement

• Construct the widening of / rehabilitate Highway 7 

on the south side and reconstruct the south half of 

the intersection.
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RECOMMENDED PLAN

Highway 7 Cross-Section

• Four 3.75 m through lanes (two eastbound and 

two westbound)

• 4.0 m flush median

• Two 2.5 m shoulders 

Typical Highway 7 Cross-Section

Typical Highway 7 Cross-Section at Intersections

NorthSouth

North
South

Highway 7 Cross-Section at 

Intersection

• Four 3.75 m through lanes (two eastbound 

and two westbound)

• Dedicated left turn lane (eastbound and 

westbound directions)

• Dedicated right turn lane (eastbound and 

westbound directions)

• 2.0 m raised median

• Two 2.5 m shoulders 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION

WILDLIFE & VEGETATION

Vegetation removals and works within and immediately 

adjacent to the ROW may impact wildlife habitat and 

species. Observed and expected species are highly 

tolerant of disturbance and negative impacts can be 

mitigated using standard mitigation measures.

• Vegetation clearing and grubbing will be minimized to 

the extent possible. 

• Any clearing or grubbing of vegetation will be carried out 

outside of the breeding bird period to avoid impacts to 

migratory birds. If this is not possible, an avian specialist 

will be retained to search for active nests prior to any 

vegetation clearing.  

• Exclusionary fencing for turtles will be installed in any 

work areas adjacent to the Scugog River by installing 

prior to the turtle nesting period (May 1) and will 

maintained throughout the nesting season.

• A Tree Preservation Plan will be included with contract 

documents to protect trees that do not require removal 

during construction

TRAFFIC OPERATIONS

Lane reductions/shifts are required during 

construction. No pedestrian and cyclist mitigation 

measures are proposed for the works. The 

pedestrian crosswalk at Angeline Street will remain 

open during construction. 

• Lane reductions will be kept to the minimum 

required to complete the work.

• A traffic management plan will be implemented 

to minimize the impacts of closures.

• Advance signage will be provided prior to lane 

closures.

NOISE

Noise from construction, equipment and vehicles may 

impact residences and businesses that are adjacent to 

Highway 7.

• Construction equipment is to be in an operating 

condition that prevents unnecessary noise. 

ARCHAEOLOGY & CULTURAL HERITAGE

Archaeological and cultural heritage assessments are being 

completed as part of this study. Two archaeological sites 

were identified and assessed during Preliminary Design. No 

archaeological or heritage resources are anticipated to be 

impacted by the work. 

• An archaeological monitor will be present during 

construction occurring near the archaeological site the 

Highway 7 and Highway 35 intersection.

• In the event that human remains are encountered 

during construction, the Cemeteries Regulation Unit of 

the Ministry of Consumer Service shall be notified.

• In the event that deeply buried archaeological 

deposits are discovered in the course of construction, 

work will stop and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, 

Tourism and Culture Industries shall be notified 

immediately.

UTILITIES 

Utilities, watermains, hydro cables and gas mains are 

present and may be impacted during construction.

• Impacted utilities will be relocated in advance of 

construction. Impacted utilities include Hydro, 

Bell and Cogeco
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AIR QUALITY

There is potential for construction equipment to 

create dust, and other local impacts on air quality.

• Construction equipment use will be limited to 

prevent unnecessary idling and to minimize the 

emission of pollutants

• The Contractor will employ dust suppression 

techniques during construction

LAND USES AND PROPERTY IMPACTS

There is potential to impact agricultural uses 

adjacent to the study area. Widening of the highway 

will impact private properties.

• Impacts to prime agricultural areas/land, the 

tiled drainage systems and the municipal drain 

will be avoided. 

• Access will be maintained to agricultural land 

and the agricultural service business during 

construction.    

• A multi-season well survey underway to 

establish baseline well water conditions prior to 

construction.

• Property agreements between MTO and private 

landowners will be in place prior to construction. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION

FISHERIES AND AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS

Indirect impacts to fish and fish habitat within the 

Scugog River and O’Donnell’s Landing PSW 

Complex will be mitigated to prevent harm to fish 

habitat.

• No in-water work is required at the Scugog River 

Bridge crossing.

• Standard (e.g., silt fence) and site specific (e.g., 

silt curtain, sedimentation basins) sediment and 

erosion control measures will be implemented to 

ensure no impacts to downstream or adjacent 

areas of fish habitat.

EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL

Disturbance during construction will increase the 

potential for erosion and movement of sediment into 

watercourses.

• Removal or disturbance of woody riparian 

vegetation will be minimized during construction 

operations in order to prevent unnecessary loss 

of bank stability. 

• Erosion and sediment control measures will be 

implemented and maintained during construction 

in order to mitigate the transport of sediment. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT AND CONTAMINATION

Waste, excess materials (including salt impacted 

soil) and emissions have the potential to 

contaminate the surrounding environment during 

construction if not managed properly. There are 

known areas of soil contamination in the study area.

• Excess materials will be managed in accordance 

with provincial standards.

• The Contractor will be responsible for controlling 

the emission of dust and other pollutants and 

preventing them from leaving the work site. 

SPECIES AT RISK 

Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark may be found within 

the general study area. Blanding’s Turtle and Snapping 

Turtle may nest near the Scugog River

• Should any SAR be encountered during 

construction, the MECP SAR Biologist will be 

contacted. If construction activities are an 

immediate threat to SAR, these operations should 

cease immediately. 

• Exclusionary fencing should be installed to prevent 

nesting in any work areas adjacent to the Scugog 

River. 

• Potential impacts to SAR will be reviewed as the 

design is refined and if required, MECP will be 

consulted regarding potential impacts and 

mitigation requirements.

16
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NEXT STEPS

Following this Online Public Information Centre, next steps will 

include:

• Reviewing and responding to comments received;

• Refining the Detail Design and Mitigation Plan;

• Preparing the Design and Construction Report (DCR) for public 

review;

• Finalizing the Detail Design and preparing the contract package; 

and

• Submitting the project for tender.

Ms. Karen M. Zan

Consultant Project Manager (WSP)

Phone: (289) 835-2643 

Email: Karen.Zan@wsp.com

Mr. Dean Pattemore

MTO Design and Construction Project Manager

Phone: 613-332-3220 ext. 215 / 

1-800-267-0295 (toll-free)

Email: Dean.Pattemore@Ontario.ca

www.hwy7widening.com

Thank you for participating in the Online Public Information Centre.

We welcome your comments. Information is being collected in

accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy

Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will

become part of the public record.

If you have accessibility requirements in order to participate in this

project, or if you would like more information, please contact:

We encourage you to submit any questions or comments to the contacts listed above or here by February 26, 2021.
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Comments Received  
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From: MacMillan, Meghan 

Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2021 11:20 AM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: FW: Notice of Online PIC - Detailed Design and Environmental Assessment for 

the for the Widening of Highway 7 from Angeline Street to Highway 35 

 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Flagged 

 

 

 

Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP 
T+ 1 613-690-1117 
M+ 1 613-862-0773 
 

 

 
 

From: Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca>  

Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2021 11:18 AM 

To: MacMillan, Meghan <Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com> 

Cc: Zan, Karen <Karen.Zan@wsp.com> 

Subject: FW: Notice of Online PIC - Detailed Design and Environmental Assessment for the for the 

Widening of Highway 7 from Angeline Street to Highway 35 

 

FYI… 
 

From: Kenny, Lindley (MTO) <Lindley.Kenny@ontario.ca>  

Sent: February 17, 2021 10:40 AM 

To: Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca>; Baczyk, Steve (MTO) 

<Steve.Baczyk@ontario.ca> 

Subject: FW: Notice of Online PIC - Detailed Design and Environmental Assessment for the for the 

Widening of Highway 7 from Angeline Street to Highway 35 

 

FYI 
 

From: Kenny, Lindley (MTO)  

Sent: February 17, 2021 10:40 AM 

To: 'Sharday James' <shardayj@ramafirstnation.ca> 

Subject: RE: Notice of Online PIC - Detailed Design and Environmental Assessment for the for the 

Widening of Highway 7 from Angeline Street to Highway 35 

 

Hi Sharday, 
 
Thanks for your response! We will keep you updated as this progresses. 

Comment 1



 
Thanks, 
 
Lindley Kenny 

Indigenous Liaison Specialist 
East Region Operations 

  
Ministry of Transportation 

1355 John Counter Blvd, PO Box 4000 

Kingston, ON, K7L 5A3 

Tel: 613-449-5273 

 
 
 

From: Sharday James <shardayj@ramafirstnation.ca>  

Sent: February 17, 2021 10:34 AM 

To: Kenny, Lindley (MTO) <Lindley.Kenny@ontario.ca> 

Subject: RE: Notice of Online PIC - Detailed Design and Environmental Assessment for the for the 

Widening of Highway 7 from Angeline Street to Highway 35 

 

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 

sender. 

Good morning, 

Thanks for your email. At this time we have no comments. Please keep us updated as the project moves 

forward.  

 

Cheers, 

Sharday James 

__________________________________________ 
Sharday James 
Community Consultation Worker, Communications 

Chippewas of Rama First Nation 
(ph) 705-325-3611,1633  
(cell)  
(fax)  
(url) www.ramafirstnation.ca  
-------------------------------------------------- 
This email is intended only for the named recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or exempt from 
disclosure under applicable law. No waiver of privilege, confidence or otherwise is intended by virtue of communication via the internet. Any 
unauthorized or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, or are not named as a recipient, please immediately 
notify the sender and destroy all copies of this e-mail.  
 
By submitting your or another individual's personal information to Chippewas of Rama First Nation, its service providers and agents, you 
agree and confirm your authority from such other individual, to our collection, use and disclosure of such personal information in accordance 
with our privacy policy. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.  

From: Kenny, Lindley (MTO) <Lindley.Kenny@ontario.ca>  

Sent: February 5, 2021 1:13 PM 

To: Ted Williams <tedw@ramafirstnation.ca> 

Cc: Sharday James <shardayj@ramafirstnation.ca>; Baczyk, Steve (MTO) <Steve.Baczyk@ontario.ca>; 



Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca> 

Subject: Notice of Online PIC - Detailed Design and Environmental Assessment for the for the Widening 

of Highway 7 from Angeline Street to Highway 35 

 

Good afternoon Chief Ted Williams, 
 
I hope this email finds you well.  The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained 
WSP to undertake the Detail Design for the widening of Highway 7 from approximately 
900 m west of Angeline Street to approximately 700 m east of Highway 35, in the City of 
Kawartha Lakes.   
 
The purpose of this attached letter is to provide you with the opportunity to meet with 
the project team virtually to learn further details on the project. Should you wish to 
arrange a meeting, or have any questions and/or concerns, please feel free to contact 
me. 
 
The MTO recognizes that your community is likely prioritizing a COVID-19 response to 
protect the health and well-being of your community, and as a result, this may impact 
your ability to respond to ministry projects.  

Have a great day, 
 
Lindley Kenny 
Indigenous Liaison Specialist 
East Region Operations 
 
Ministry of Transportation 
1355 John Counter Blvd, PO Box 4000 
Kingston, ON, K7L 5A3 
Tel: 613-449-5273 
 



From: MacMillan, Meghan 

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 8:49 AM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: FW: Attention: Meghan MacMillan Re: Lindsay Overpass 

 
 

 

Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP 
T+ 1 613-690-1117 
M+ 1 613-862-0773 
 

 

 
 

From:   

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 5:58 PM 

To: MacMillan, Meghan <Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com> 

Cc: Zan, Karen <Karen.Zan@wsp.com>; Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca>; Baczyk, 

Steve (MTO) <Steve.Baczyk@ontario.ca> 

Subject: Attention: Meghan MacMillan Re: Lindsay Overpass 

 

Hi Meghan: 
Thanks for this note, much appreciated. 
My goodness, quite some time has passed !!! 
In any event, can you re-apply this note to the designs for me ? 
It would be nice to honor this railway for which the overpass was built. 
Its so oddddddd to build an overpass for a railway which vanished decades 
before. 
Many thanks for writing. 
Hope you have a great weekend, and, that you-n-family stay-safe-n-be-well. 

 
 
Thank you for doing that 

On 2/11/2021 12:10 PM, MacMillan, Meghan wrote: 

Good afternoon, 
  
Please find attached an update regarding the Detail Design study for the widening of 

Highway 7 in Lindsay, Ontario. 
  
Best regards, 
  

Comment 2



Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP 
T+ 1 613-690-1117 
M+ 1 613-862-0773 
  

 
  

From:

Sent: November-08-17 7:09 PM 

To: Zan, Karen <Karen.Zan@wsp.com>; Peter.Fraser@ontario.ca 

Subject: Attention: Ms Karen Zan, PEng and, Mr. Peter Fraser P.Eng Re: Lindsay 

Overpass 

  

Hi to both: 
You can tell that I am old enough to remember when this 
overpass went in and it really, really amazed me 

that the then “Dept. of Highways” were re-routing Hwy 7 to build 
that very same overpass. 
There hadn’t been any train going south of Lindsay for I can’t now 
remember. 
It sure seemed a frightful waste of money. 
It did then, it still does now, and, every time we go to Little Britain 
on family visits. 
In any event. 
The purpose of this note is to ask if you could give some 
consideration to having a plaque placed 

at the culvert ? 

This was the Georgian Bay and Seaboard Railway.........which 
was “backdoor owned” by the C. P. R. 
Why C.P.R. kept this mask is not at all known, but, it was not the 
first time they did, and, certainly, no 

more than two years later, finding they had made a major mistake, 
built another rail line in 1914. 
That line is variously known as the “Tichbourne Detour”.........it 
runs south of Glen Tay down to 

the CPR “lakeshore tracks”. 
So. 
The plaque could read........... 

The Georgian Bay and Seaboard 
Railway 



Built from Port McNicoll in 1910 to Dranoel Junction [named for 
James Leonard, his name 

spelled backwards, who proposed the rail line]  just south of 
Bethany and opened for traffic in 1912, the railway  

was almost immediately found to be failure. Despite high promise, 
the early first wartime traffic could 

not be sustained by serious track conditions east of Havelock, 
which C.P. R. had not addressed. 

This line was formally abandoned in 1937 and the right-of-way 
declared surplus by 1940. 

Le chemin de fer de la baie Georgienne et du littoral Construit de 
Port McNicoll en 1910 à Dranoel Junction [nommé pour  

James Leonard, son nom épelé à l'envers, qui a proposé la ligne 
de chemin de fer] juste au sud de Bethany et  

ouvert à la circulation en 1912, le chemin de fera été presque 
immédiatement constaté comme un échec.  

En dépit d'une grande promesse, le premier trafic en temps de 
guerre pourraitpas être soutenu par des conditions  

de piste sérieuses à l'est de Havelock, dont C.P. R. n'avait pas 
répondu.Cette ligne a été officiellement abandonnée  

en 1937 et le droit de passage a été déclaré excédentaire en 
1940. 

  
The archival evidence is below, that I could not have seen any 
train traffic in the mid-1950’s, which is why it was odd to have built 
that 
overpass, where the tracks were not being used at all. 
Thanks so much for your consideration of this note. 
Sincerely. 

Lakefield Heritage 

Meanwhile, with an eye to the grain traffic on the Great Lakes, the CPR 

sponsored the Georgian Bay & Seabord Railway, also known as the  

CPR's Port McNicoll branch, to avoid the delays and the additional distance of 

shipping to Montreal through Toronto.  

This line was opened in 1912 by building from the newly deepened Victoria 

Harbour, creating a community known as Port McNicoll, with  

stations at Tay, Fesserton, Coldwater, Coldwater Junction (intersecting its newly-

built Sudbury line at a point called Medonte), then veering by Uhthoff and Tafton 

across  



to Orillia, passing across the Narrows to Atherley, then on to Uptergrove, and via 

Brechin across country to Lindsay, and thence to Bethany Junction on the CPR's 

Havelock line.  

The very lightly used passenger service was discontinued in 1932, and this road 

was abandoned from Orillia to Bethany Junction in 1937.  
https://www.railwaypages.com/simcoe-county 
 

 
 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, 
confidential, proprietary or otherwise subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole 
use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, copying, alteration, dissemination or 
distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
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From: MacMillan, Meghan 

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 8:30 AM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: FW: GWP-4065-20-00 

 

 

 

Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP 

T+ 1 613-690-1117 

M+ 1 613-862-0773 
 

 

 

 

From: 

Sent: February 11, 2021 7:48 PM 

To: Zan, Karen <Karen.Zan@wsp.com>; Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca> 

Cc:

Subject: GWP-4065-20-00 

 

Hi Karen and Dean. I received your letter of February 5th and went online today to review the material 

provided.  I have several questions and concerns that I hope you can address. 

 

1. Will our property size be impacted in any way.  It looks like it will not, however my concern is if 

our lot size is diminished in any way we will be impacted.  

2. Will the existing entrance to our property onto Little Britain Road be impacted?  If so how? 

3. I noticed there is no business impact study component online.  Do you see any business 

interruption or other impacts on our business and others. 

4. During construction will our employees and customers have access during normal business 

hours.  We are a retail business and require daily access.  

5. When is construction scheduled to start?   

 

These are a few of the questions I have….. I am sure I will have more.  

 

Make it a great evening!  

 

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Limited 

Comment 3



From: Garland, Jade 

Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 11:49 AM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: FW: GWP-4065-20-00 (Highway 7 Widening) 

 

 

 

From: Zan, Karen  

Sent: Monday, March 01, 2021 4:28 PM 

To: Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca> 

Cc: MacMillan, Meghan <Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com>; Baczyk, Steve (MTO) 

<Steve.Baczyk@ontario.ca> 

Subject: RE: GWP-4065-20-00 (Highway 7 Widening) 

 

Hi Dean 

 

I spoke to and today; they are co-owners of the Bob Marks New Holland 

dealership.  We went over the questions they had submitted and the (updated) responses provided by 

MTO to WSP.  They were satisfied with the responses and asked the following additional questions: 

 

1. Was there a plan to straighten the curve on Little Britain Road west of their property where it 

currently swings back up toward Hwy 7 ?  WSP responded that is not part of the current study 

and that any plans to realign Little Britain Road beyond the scope of this work would not be 

under MTO jurisdiction. 

2. When would the property bar locating occur on the north side of their property, along Hwy 7 

?  WSP responded that it would happen in the spring, once the snow melts. 

3. Confirmation that the widening of Hwy 7 west of Angeline will be on the north side.  WSP 

responded yes.  

4. Confirmation of what will happen to the deep ditch on the east side of their property, along 

Little Britain Road.  WSP advised that the ditch will be regraded to accommodate the culvert 

replacement and ensure positive drainage. 

 

WSP discussed the type of construction and associated staging on Little Britain Road and reiterated that 

the Contractor will be required to maintain access to their business at all times. 

 

Mr Svetec also confirmed that he has given VacTrax permission to use his property to gain access to 

hydrovac the gas main (VacTrax had already advised me of this).  On that note, I could not reach Keith 

Davey of VacTrax today but will follow up again tomorrow. 

 

Karen 

 

From: Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca>  

Sent: March 1, 2021 10:35 AM 

To: Zan, Karen <Karen.Zan@wsp.com> 

Cc: MacMillan, Meghan <Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com>; Baczyk, Steve (MTO) 

<Steve.Baczyk@ontario.ca> 

Subject: FW: GWP-4065-20-00 (Highway 7 Widening) 

Comment 3a



 

Karen, 

 

Let me know if / when you will be in contact with Mr. Buttar and if you would like Steve and me to join 

the conversation. I did review the written response drafted to respond to nd I suggested 

some changes. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Dean 

 

From:  

Sent: March 1, 2021 10:19 AM 

To: karen.zan@wsp.com; Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca> 

Cc:

Subject: FW: GWP-4065-20-00 (Highway 7 Widening) 

 

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 

sender. 

Hello Karen and hope all is well.  We sent the below questions regarding the Highway 7 widening and 

have not heard back from anyone at this point, we would like to setup a time to discuss this as our 

business/property is on the southwest corner of Highway 7 & Little Britain Rd. 

 

Can we setup a time this week to discuss this, I have left you a phone message as well this morning? 

 

 

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Limited 

www.bobmark.ca 

"Take a chance while you still got the choice" 

 

 

 

 

From: 

Sent: February 11, 2021 7:48 PM 

To: karen.zan@wsp.com; dean.pattemore@ontario.ca 

Cc:

Subject: GWP-4065-20-00 

 

Hi Karen and Dean. I received your letter of February 5th and went online today to review the material 

provided.  I have several questions and concerns that I hope you can address. 

 

1. Will our property size be impacted in any way.  It looks like it will not, however my concern is if 

our lot size is diminished in any way we will be impacted.  

2. Will the existing entrance to our property onto Little Britain Road be impacted?  If so how? 



3. I noticed there is no business impact study component online.  Do you see any business 

interruption or other impacts on our business and others. 

4. During construction will our employees and customers have access during normal business 

hours.  We are a retail business and require daily access.  

5. When is construction scheduled to start?   

 

These are a few of the questions I have….. I am sure I will have more.  

 

Make it a great evening!  

 

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Limited 

www.bobmark.ca  

 



From: no-reply@weebly.com 

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 2:09 PM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: New Form Entry: Hwy 7 Widening 

 

  

You've just received a new submission to your Hwy 7 Widening. 

Mark as Spam 

 

Submitted Information: 

 

Name 

 

 

Email 

 

 

Is a response to your comment required? 

Yes 

 

 

Comment 

are you going to do anything with the bridge located between Hwy # 35 & Hwy # 36 ? 

is the new construction going to stop at the entrance of Golden Mile Rd for now ? 
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https://www.hwy7widening.com/contactus.html
https://www.weebly.com/home/form/232245492534998270?form_spam=673348993471804925


From: MacMillan, Meghan 

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 1:50 PM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: FW: GWP 4065-20-00, PIC Questions from Doug McEwan Re: Angeline St. 

 

 

 

Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP 

T+ 1 613-690-1117 

M+ 1 613-862-0773 
 

 

 

 

From: Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca>  

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 1:48 PM 

To: MacMillan, Meghan <Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com>; Zan, Karen <Karen.Zan@wsp.com>; Fraser, 

Peter (MTO) <Peter.Fraser@ontario.ca>; Baczyk, Steve (MTO) <Steve.Baczyk@ontario.ca> 

Cc: Waters, Darren (MTO) <Darren.Waters@ontario.ca> 

Subject: GWP 4065-20-00, PIC Questions from Re: Angeline St. 

 

Meghan for your records… 

 

I had a phone conversation February 12th at 1:30pm with

 

The following are the questions asked along with my responses: 

1. How far north on Angeline St. will construction extend? 

a. 110m from the centre of the intersection. 

2. Will Angeline St. be widened? 

a. Angeline St. remains 2 lanes. 

3. Will there be a right turn ramp to go north on Angeline St. from Hwy 7? 

a. No right turn ramp 

b. There will be a right turn lane from Hwy 7 to Angeline St. 

4. Will there be a median constructed on Angeline St. 

a. No. 

5. What is the timing for construction? 

a. Start fall of 2021, 2022 and possibly spring of 2023. 

 

mentioned that he was told there would be a median on Angeline Street. I explained that I 

became involved with the project in 2021 and I wasn’t aware of consideration being given to a median 

design for Angeline St. 

 

 also started to describe how the Ministry has restricted access to his property (NE corner 

of Angeline and Hwy7). Before we got into a detail discussion I asked if this matter has gone to litigation, 

the response was yes. I then let him know, in polite manner, that I’m available to discuss the project and 

construction, however, I’m not in a position to discuss access to his property. 

Comment 7



 
Regards, 

 

Dean Pattemore 

Design and Construction Project Manager 

Project Delivery 

Ministry of Transportation 

50 Monck Street 

Bancroft, ON K0L1C0 

613-332-3220 Ext. 215 

613-334-0290 (cell) 

 



From: no-reply@weebly.com 

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 10:01 AM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: New Form Entry: Hwy 7 Widening 

 

  

You've just received a new submission to your Hwy 7 Widening. 

Mark as Spam 

 

Submitted Information: 

 

Name 

 

 

Email 

 

 

Is a response to your comment required? 

Yes 

 

 

Comment 

What options are being made for the pedestrian and cycling community for crossing the 

bridge? As the next closest bridge crossing (at Lindsay St. South) is quite a distance away, 

there may be a significant difficulty for pedestrians to cross to get from the more residential 

side of the west side of Scugog, to the more commerical east side of the Scugog.  

 

  

  
  

 

Comment 8

https://www.hwy7widening.com/contactus.html
https://www.weebly.com/home/form/232245492534998270?form_spam=513933850221373751


From: no-reply@weebly.com 

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 10:21 AM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: New Form Entry: Hwy 7 Widening 

 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Flagged 

 

  

You've just received a new submission to your Hwy 7 Widening. 

Mark as Spam 

 

Submitted Information: 

 

Name 

 

 

Email 

 

Is a response to your comment required? 

Yes 

 

 

Comment 

"The Preliminary Design study considered Highway 7 and Highway 35 from 0.9 km west of 

Kawartha Lakes Road 18 to 2.0 km east of Kawartha Lakes Road 36"  

 

This would bring it past Tracey's Hill road, which we understood would close the access to 

Highway 7 at Tracey's Hill Road.  

 

The study maps and information shown however show the widening stopping at the East 

end on or about Golden Mile Road. 

 

Can you please confirm that this is the case? 

 

  

Comment 9

https://www.hwy7widening.com/contactus.html
https://www.weebly.com/home/form/232245492534998270?form_spam=644699154814593714


Thank you 

 

  
  

 



 
  

 
 

  
Government Services Building  Phone: 705.657.8045 
22 Winookeedaa Road Fax: 705.657.8708 
Curve Lake, Ontario K0L1R0 www.curvelakefirstnation.ca 
 
 
 
February 16, 2021  
VIA E-MAIL 
 
Ms. Karen M. Zan 
Consultant Project Manager 
WSP Canada Inc. 
610 Chartwell Road, Suite 300; Oakville, 
ON L6J 4A5 
tel: 289-835-2643 
e-mail: Karen.Zan@wsp.com 

 

  
RE: Highway 7 Widening from West of Angeline Street to the East of Highway 35, City of Kawartha 
Lakes. 
 
 
Dear Ms. Karen M. Zan, 
 
I would like to acknowledge receipt of correspondence, which was received on February 5th, 2021, 
regarding the above noted project. As you may be aware, the area in which your project is proposed 
is situated within the Traditional Territory of Curve Lake First Nation. Our First Nation’s Territory is 
incorporated within the Williams Treaties Territory and was the subject of a claim under Canada’s 
Specific Claims Policy, which has now been settled. All 7 First Nations within the Williams Treaties 
have had their harvesting rights legally re-affirmed and recognized through this settlement.  
 
Curve Lake First Nation is requiring a File Fee for this project in the amount of $250.00 as outlined 
in our Consultation and Accommodation Standards. This Fee includes project updates as well as 
review of standard material and project overviews. Depending on the amount of documents to be 
reviewed by the Consultation Department, additional fees may apply. Please make this payment to 
Curve Lake First Nation Consultation Department and please indicate the project name or 
number on the cheque. 
 
If you do not have a copy of Curve Lake First Nation’s Consultation and Accommodation Standards 
they are available at https://www.curvelakefirstnation.ca/services-departments/lands-rights-
resources/ consultation/. Hard copies are available upon request.  
 
Based on the information that you have provided us with respect to the Highway 7 Widening from 
West of Angeline Street to the East of Highway 35, City of Kawartha Lakes, Curve Lake First Nation 
may require a Special Consultation Framework for this project. Information on this Framework can 
be found on page 9 of our Consultation and Accommodation Standards document. 
 
In order to assist us in providing you with timely input, it would be appreciated if you could provide 
a summary statement indicating how the project will address the following areas that are of concern 
to our First Nation within our Traditional and Treaty Territory: possible environmental impact to our 
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Government Services Building  Phone: 705.657.8045 
22 Winookeedaa Road Fax: 705.657.8708 
Curve Lake, Ontario K0L1R0 www.curvelakefirstnation.ca 
 
 
 
drinking water; endangerment to fish and wild game; impact on Aboriginal heritage and cultural 
values; and to endangered species; lands; savannas etc.  
 
After the information is reviewed it is expected that you or a representative will be in contact to make 
arrangements to discuss this matter in more detail and possibly set up a date and time to meet with 
Curve Lake First Nation in person (or virtually).  
 
Although we have not conducted exhaustive research nor have we the resources to do so, there may 
be the presence of burial or archaeological sites in your proposed project area.  Please note, that we 
have particular concern for the remains of our ancestors. Should excavation unearth bones, remains, 
or other such evidence of a native burial site or any other archaeological findings, we must be 
notified without delay. In the case of a burial site, Council reminds you of your obligations under the 
Cemeteries Act to notify the nearest First Nation Government or other community of Aboriginal 
people which is willing to act as a representative and whose members have a close cultural affinity to 
the interred person.  As I am sure you are aware, the regulations further state that the representative is 
needed before the remains and associated artifacts can be removed.  Should such a find occur, we 
request that you contact our First Nation immediately. 
 
Furthermore, Curve Lake First Nation also has available, trained Cultural Heritage Liaisons who are 
able to actively participate in the archaeological assessment process as a member of a field crew, the 
cost of which will be borne by the proponent. Curve Lake First Nation expects engagement at 
Stage 1 of an archaeological assessment so that we may include Indigenous Knowledge of the land 
in the process. We insist that at least one of our Cultural Heritage Liaisons be involved in any Stage 
2-4 assessments, including test pitting, and/or pedestrian surveys to full excavation. 
 
Although we may not always have representation at all stakeholder meetings, as rights holders’, it is 
our wish to be kept apprised throughout all phases of this project. Please note that this letter does not 
constitute consultation, but it does represent the initial engagement process.  
 
Should you have further questions or if you wish to hire a Liaison for a project, please contact Julie 
Kapyrka or Kaitlin Hill, Lands and Resources Consultation Liaisons, at 705-657-8045 or via email at 
JulieK@Curvelake.ca and KaitlinH@Curvelake.ca . 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Chief Emily Whetung  
Curve Lake First Nation 

mailto:JulieK@Curvelake.ca
mailto:KaitlinH@Curvelake.ca


From: MacMillan, Meghan 

Sent: Friday, March 05, 2021 1:40 PM 

To: Joseph.Harvey@ontario.ca 

Cc: Garland, Jade; Zan, Karen; Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca; 

Dan.Minkin@ontario.ca; Pattemore, Dean (MTO); Baczyk, Steve (MTO) 

Subject: RE: File 0013710: Notice of Online Public Information Centre - Highway 7 

Widening from West of Angeline Street to East of Highway 35, City of 

Kawartha Lakes (GWP 4065-20-00), Detail Design    

 

Hi Joseph, 
 
Thank you for your preliminary questions regarding the Highway 7 Widening Detail Design project. Please 
see responses below regarding the status of the archaeological and cultural heritage due diligence 
studies being undertaken as part of this project.   
  
Archaeology 
  
The PIF numbers of the archaeology reports completed as part of Preliminary Design within the limits of 
the current Detail Design study are as are follows: 
  

• C.I.F #2000-034-001 – Stage I Archaeological Assessment of Highway 7, from 0.2 km East of 

Ops and Mariposa Township Boundary, to 2.0 km East of County Road 36, Township of Ops, City 

of Kawartha lakes County of Victoria, Ontario (W.P. 69-99-00). Prepared by: C.R. Murphy 

Archaeological Consultation – Archaeological license 2001-034 

• C.I.F #PO37-12 – Stage II Archaeological and Built Heritage/Cultural Landscape Assessment of 

Highway 7 and Highway 35, from 0.9 km West of Kawartha Lakes Road 18, to 2.0 km East of 

Kawartha lakes Road 36, City of Kawartha lakes, Ontario. Prepared by: C.R. Murphy 

Archaeology 

• C.I.F #PO37-21,27,28,29 - Stage 3 AA of Hwy 7 and Hwy 35, from 0.9 km W of Kawartha Lakes 

Rd 18 to 2 km E of Kawartha Lakes Rd 36, City of Kawartha Lakes, ON. Prepared by: C.R. 

Murphy Archaeology 

• C.I.F #P272-042-2009 and P272-116-2010 – Stage 4 Archaeological Investigations – Curtin Site 

(BbGq-22) Southwest Corner of Highway 7 and Highway 35, City of Kawartha Lakes, Victoria 

County, Ontario. Prepared by: The Central Archaeology Group Inc. License No: P272  

• C.I.F #PO37-40-2006 – Stage IV Archaeological Assessment of the North Scugog Bridge Site 

(BhGq-20), Lot 16, Concession 5, Geographic Townships of Ops, City of Kawartha Lakes, 

Ontario (W.P 4264-04-00). Prepared by: C.R. Murphy Archaeology  

The PIF number for the archaeological assessment completed as part of the current Detail Design study 
is as follows: 

• PIF # P390-0347-2020 – Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment – Highway 7 Widening, 

Class Environmental Assessment, Part of Lot 15, Concession 5, Geographic Township of Ops, 

former Victoria County, City of Kawartha Lakes Prepared by: Golder Associates Ltd. License No: 

P390.  

This report is currently still in draft but will be submitted to MHSTCI once finalized. 
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Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

The Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment Report (CHRAR) has not yet been finalized but will be 

forwarded to MHSTCI for review once complete.  

We look forward to your continued participation in this study. Should you have any further questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact the Project Team.  
 
Thanks, 
Meghan 

 

Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP 
T+ 1 613-690-1117 
M+ 1 613-862-0773 
 

 

 
 

  

From: Harvey, Joseph (MHSTCI) <Joseph.Harvey@ontario.ca>  

Sent: February 25, 2021 11:06 AM 

To: jade.garland@wsp.com 

Cc: Barboza, Karla (MHSTCI) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; Minkin, Dan (MHSTCI) 

<Dan.Minkin@ontario.ca>; Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca>; MacMillan, Meghan 

<Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com>; Baczyk, Steve (MTO) <Steve.Baczyk@ontario.ca>; 

Karen.Zan@wsp.com 

Subject: File 0013710: Notice of Online Public Information Centre - Highway 7 Widening from West of 

Angeline Street to East of Highway 35, City of Kawartha Lakes (GWP 4065-20-00), Detail Design  

  

Hi Jade, 

  

Thanks for sending the PIC notice for the Highway 7 Widening Project. We have reviewed the 

PIC materials and are preparing our comments on this project. However, we have some 

preliminary questions and were wondering if you (or the team) can assist understanding the 

status of the cultural heritage due diligence: 

  

Archaeology  

  

Slide 11 of the PIC, Cultural Heritage - Existing Conditions, indicates that no further 

archeological assessments will be required for this undertaking 

• “Stage 1 and 2 archaeological assessments (AAs) were conducted within the study area 

during Preliminary Design. Two archaeological sites were identified within the limits of 

this study, at the Scugog River Bridge and at Highway 7 and Highway 35 . Both sites 

have undergone Stage 3 and Stage 4 AAs. No further archaeological assessment for this 

detail design study area was recommended.” 



• “Additional property impacts were identified at the intersection of Little Britain Road and 

Highway 7 during detail design that were not assessed during preliminary design. A 

Stage 1 2 AA was completed for this additional area. No archaeological resources were 

found and no further assessment is recommended.” 

  

Could you please provide the Project Information Form Numbers (PIFs) for the referenced 

archaeological assessments? The numbers will assist us to link our internal files and review the 

studies undertaken to date.  

  

Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

  

Slide 11 of the PIC, Cultural Heritage - Existing Conditions, indicates that no further cultural 

heritage assessment is required for this undertaking 

• A Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment Report was completed as part of this study. 

Four properties were identified as having potential cultural heritage and value; however, 

all four properties are located more than 100 m from the study area and are outside of 

the area of impact. No further assessment is required. 

• The Scugog River was identified as a cultural heritage landscape. No further assessment 

is required as no adverse impact to its values are anticipated as part of the works. 

  

Could you please provide an electronic copy of the Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment 

Report, along with any other documentation which support the above referenced findings? 

  

We look forward to hearing from you.  

  

Thanks in advance, 

  
Joseph Harvey | Heritage Planner (A) 
Heritage, Tourism and Culture Division | Programs and Services Branch | Heritage Planning Unit 
Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries 
401 Bay Street 
17th Floor, Suite 1700 
Toronto, ON  M7A 0A7 
613.242.3743 
Joseph.Harvey@ontario.ca  
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Ministry of Heritage, Sport,  
Tourism and Culture Industries 

 

Programs and Services Branch  
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7  
Tel: 613.242.3743 
 

Ministère des Industries du Patrimoine,  
du Sport, du Tourisme et de la Culture  

 

Direction des programmes et des services 
401, rue Bay, Bureau 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 
Tél: 613.242.3743 
 

 

 

March 11th, 2021    Email Only 
 
 
Ms. Karen M. Zan, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
WSP 
610 Chartwell Road, Suite 300 
Oakville, ON L6J 4A5 
Karen.Zan@wsp.com  
 
MHSTCI File : 0013710 
Proponent : Ministry of Transportation 
Subject : Notice of Online Public Information Centre 
Project : Highway 7 Widening from West of Angeline Street to East of 

Highway 35 City of Kawartha Lakes (GWP 4065-20-00) 
Location : City of Kawartha Lakes  

 
Dear Karen Zan: 
 
Thank you for providing the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries (MHSTCI) 
with the Notice of Online Public Information Centre for the above-referenced project. MHSTCI’s 
interest in this Environmental Assessment (EA) project relates to its mandate of conserving 
Ontario’s cultural heritage. 
 
Under the Class Environmental Assessment for Provincial Transportation Facilities, proponents 
are required to: 

• identify existing environmental conditions and sensitivities, 

• identify potential environmental impacts; and 

• describe proposed measures to mitigate potential negative impacts. 
 
Project Summary 
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP to undertake the Detail Design for the 
widening of Highway 7 from approximately 900 m west of Angeline Street to approximately 700m 
east of Highway 35, in the City of Kawartha Lakes. The proposed improvements will include: 

• Widening of Highway 7 from two lanes to four lanes (separated by a flush median); 

• Lane transitions from two to four lanes at the east and west ends of the project limits; 

• Resurfacing of the existing pavement; 

• Intersection improvements (including traffic signal upgrades) at Angeline Street/Little 
Britain Road and at Highway 35 (including reconstruction of the existing channelized 
ramps and construction of a new channelized ramp in the northwest quadrant); and 

• Utility relocations, landscape planting, culvert replacements and drainage works, as 
required. 
 

This study is being carried out in accordance with the approved environmental planning process 
for Group “B” undertakings under the MTO Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for 
Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000). 
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It is the sole responsibility of proponents to ensure that any information and documentation submitted as part of their EA report or file is accurate.  MHSTCI 
makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or quality of any checklists, reports or supporting documentation submitted as 
part of the EA process, and in no way shall MHSTCI be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result if any 
checklists, reports or supporting documents are discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.  
 
Please notify MHSTCI if archaeological resources are impacted by EA project work. All activities impacting archaeological resources must cease 
immediately, and a licensed archaeologist is required to carry out an archaeological assessment in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act and the 
Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists.   
 
If human remains are encountered, all activities must cease immediately and the local police as well as the Registrar, Burials of the Ministry of Government 
and Consumer Services (416-326-8800) must be contacted. In situations where human remains are associated with archaeological resources, MHSTCI 
should also be notified to ensure that the site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

 

MHSTCI has reviewed the above referenced notice and slides for the Online Public information 
Centre hosted by WSP (February 11th, 2021) and has the following comments 
 
Archaeological Resources  
Slide 11 of the PIC, Existing Environmental Conditions, notes that property impacts were identified 
at the intersection of Little Britain Road and Highway 7 during detail design that were not assessed 
during preliminary design 
 
We understand that previous archaeological assessments have been undertaken during the 
preliminary design phase and that that a Stage 1 archaeological assessment (PIF) P390-0347-
2020 will be submitted to MHSTCI for review. 
  
Please note that archaeological concerns have not been addressed until reports have been 
entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports where those reports 
recommend that: 

1. the archaeological assessment of the project area is complete and  
2. all archaeological sites identified by the assessment are either of no further cultural heritage 

value or interest (as per Section 48(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act) or that mitigation of 
impacts has been accomplished through an avoidance and protection strategy. 

 
Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 
MHSTCI is aware that a Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment Report is being undertaken. 
Please forward the report to MHSTCI for review upon completion and prior to the issuance of the 
notice of completion.  
 
Environmental Assessment Reporting 
Technical cultural heritage studies and their recommendations are part of the EA and should be 
included in the environmental study report.  
 
Thank you for consulting MHSTCI on this project and please continue to do so throughout the EA 
process. If you have any questions or require clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joseph Harvey 
Heritage Planner 
Heritage Planning Unit 
Joseph.harvey@ontario.ca  
 
Copied to:  Dean Pattemore, Design and Construction Project Manager, Ministry of Transportation – Eastern Region 
 Jade Garland, Project Planner, WSP 
 Meghan MacMillan, WSP  
 Steve Baczyk, MTO 

mailto:Joseph.harvey@ontario.ca
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From:

Sent: February 26, 2021 12:51 PM 

To: Zan, Karen <Karen.Zan@wsp.com>; Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca> 

Cc: D4sotba@gmail.com; kenbertrand55@gmail.com; chairman@heartofontario.ca; 

president@ganaraskasnow.ca; laurie.scottco@pc.ola.org; Jamie.schmale@parl.gc.ca; 

snoweagle@live.ca 

Subject: Hwy 7 widening from west of Angeline St. to East of Highway 35 project, City of Kawartha Lakes 

ON 

 

Hello, my name is and I am an avid snowmobiler from the City of Kawartha Lakes area. 

As per the newspaper article dated Feb 11 2020 for the Online Public Information Center, I would like to 

enquire with the Highway 7 widening project (https://www.hwy7widening.com/) if there can be any 

consideration for a snowmobile trail allowance on the North side of Hwy7 in the roadside ditch while 

completing this project.  Today there is an established trail (via Victoria Rail Trail) from the south side 

(402, yellow in pic) and another established trail (via The Great Trail) from the west side (E108, green in 

pic) that continues around to the North side of Lindsay but there is no safe established connection from 

the 402 trail to the E108 trail. 

With this widening project I see this as a good opportunity to establish a safe connection where 

provisions for a snowmobile trail base could be put in place.  The E108 trail turns north off the ‘Great 

Trail’ at Opmar Rd but that Great Trail continues west on through and past Hwy 7 (blue line on pic) but 

snowmobiles are not permitted past Angeline St.  Under this project could a consideration be made in 

the north side ditch of Hwy 7 for the area in scope of the existing project to allow for groomer 

operations up to either side (East and West) of the Scugog River bridge so a safe connection could be 

established between 402 and  the E108?  Along with the consideration for the groomer operations in 

the ditch, could a barricaded single lane (similar to what is in place today) be established for a safe 

bridge crossing over the Scugog River via snowmobile?  At the Angeline and Lindsay St intersections, 

consideration for the groomer crossing would have to be just a littler further North of the intersection 

for safe crossing by both the snowmobile and groomer operators. 
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I believe the above considerations could be achieved and provide beneficial to local business’ in the area 

while continuing to expand the multiple benefits around snowmobiling in this beautiful region. 

 

I have cc’d some parties that may also be able to provide some further input for this consideration… 

the two local snowmobile clubs (Heart of Ontario Snowmobile Club, Ganaraska Snowmobile Club) that 

manage the existing trails, 

the two snowmobile districts for area, District 2 and 3, 

and 

an OFSC (Ontario Snowmobiling governing body) Leadership member. 

If any of the above parties have input or encouragement of such considerations for our snowmobiling 

community please be sure to share that input with a response to all in this email. 

 

Thank you for time and looking forward to hear your responses for the consideration. 

 

Regards, 

Resident at City of Kawartha Lakes 

 



From: no-reply@weebly.com 

Sent: Monday, March 01, 2021 9:08 AM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: New Form Entry: Hwy 7 Widening 

 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Flagged 

 

  

You've just received a new submission to your Hwy 7 Widening. 

Mark as Spam 

 

Submitted Information: 

 

Name 

 

 

Email 

 

 

Is a response to your comment required? 

Yes 

 

 

Comment 

During construction can i suggest that truck boxes not be banged...so that he tailgates on 

dumptrucks do not bang so as to keep the noise down. Also when paving is being done 

same no truck box banging and have a separate are for trucks to clean out not on the 

asphalt or the shoulder area but away from the paving operations to keep the area clean.  
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From: MacMillan, Meghan 

Sent: Thursday, March 04, 2021 9:01 AM 

To: Garland, Jade 

Subject: FW: hwy 7 widening from west of Angiline St to east of hwy 35 GWP4065-20-

00 

 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Flagged 

 

 

 

Meghan MacMillan, MCIP, RPP 

T+ 1 613-690-1117 

M+ 1 613-862-0773 
 

 

 

 

From: Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca>  

Sent: Monday, March 01, 2021 10:15 AM 

To: MacMillan, Meghan <Meghan.MacMillan@wsp.com>; Zan, Karen <Karen.Zan@wsp.com>; Steiner, 

Michael <Michael.Steiner@wsp.com> 

Cc: Baczyk, Steve (MTO) <Steve.Baczyk@ontario.ca> 

Subject: FW: hwy 7 widening from west of Angiline St to east of hwy 35 GWP4065-20-00 

 

Hi Meghan, 

 

Forwarding for your records and WSP draft response. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Dean 

 

From:

Sent: March 1, 2021 9:18 AM 

To: Pattemore, Dean (MTO) <Dean.Pattemore@ontario.ca> 

Subject: hwy 7 widening from west of Angiline St to east of hwy 35 GWP4065-20-00 

 

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 

sender. 

Mr. Dean Pattemore 

Design and Construction Project Manager 

Ministry of Transportation – Eastern Region 

1355 John Counter Blvd., Postal Bag 4000 
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Kingston, ON K7L 5A3 

Phone: (613) 332-3220 ext. 215 

Dear Sir 

For this project can I suggest that truck boxes not be banged when dumping granular materials  and 

asphalt as this is hard on the ears and dose cause distractions to the drivers when passing by 

construction activities. Also when trucks are cleaning out mainly asphalt rucks and live bottoms that this 

is done in a area not on the new asphalt or the shoulder area but away from the construction activities 

as I have seen this done many times when doing inspection work. 

Also for concrete trucks have a separate area for clean out as some drivers will try to clean out where 

ever they want and this could affect the environment.  

 

Regards 


